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Cotet rard,

The kirk at the top o' the hrae has now seen a hundred years of service to the
community of Fennan and this magazine has been assembled to mark the occasion,
A glande through the fellowing pagea will reveal, however, that the soope of
the magazine extends beyond the church itself, bringing in , as it does, the
wider community - past and present.

fet, paradoxieally perhaps, it was pressure rom thia 'wider community' that

led to the tuilding of Auchmedden Church in the First place! When we examine
the records, we see that the church was conceived in response to a determination
by the prople of Pennan to have a place of worship of their own, upon which

they could put the atamp of their identity,

In the 1880a, a robust community spirit prevailed, reinforced by atrong
religious conviction and an irrepressible enthusiasm. But times have changed.
Values have changed. Nevertheless, Pennan's individual identity haa remained.
Therefore, as you read through the contributions to this magazine, you will
undoubtedly become aware of a community spirit, which is as remarkable and

compelling as ever,

What then of the church's future? Like the red sandstone From which it is made,
ita influence may be eroded by the passing years - but its inherent solidity

will remain.

Do read the following pages carefully! 1 am certain that the articles and
photographs will shed considerable light on the church nnd village, even for

Jotles

Graeme A ce.

locals!



PLANS AND IHAYERS.

The following extraclts suggesat that the building of Auchmedden Church

was very much a community effort.........
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The Pennan Chwirch,

or Lo give it ilLa Propes

Church, is this year a lundred years nl, il Tarmine il r
. i eomEmnilics o

4 ; :
sbrict built it ang chervished il with sincere fervonr for "ON

N a shrinking population and an erogion of the Church's hold an Ehe

people, leb it slide inlg neglect and the alleot jon of LHittle more Lhan o «

of regulors. These were nol all membors of Uhe Chureh bul often individual

i d 3 i e
willed it to continue an a place of warship ralher than have i degonerate inlo

a Farmor's barn, which han been. Lhe Toke of far Lo oy of the church buildings

o Ehe North-Tsst

The Village af New Aberdooe won Fou

d i 1798 by WY Gordon, Lhen

wapriclor of Aberdour Estale and prior to 118 when Lhe new cha

Lhe noclh ond of the v HL T r 1 i G
4, ill
L the fishor folk al Pennan vegul r||’

walleed hiren miles ove ~
ed the Lhren miles aver thy A read bo worahip on Sundsys at Lhe aneient clureh

of : b P
of Aberdour, - SL. Denstan's Chuieh nose the Leach ot Aerde:e Shore

the reots w o : j
O of the cheistion failh in thia port ol Buehan, Lenend has 5t Lhat St Drogk s

A come astore ol Abardoor around 5900.D. orid re-

i hi - o1 "
in the locol people an interost in the cheislion faith which may have beon kindled

originally by St. Minian and his digeinloa soms 200 years carlier. The old ol

stone Tool which had been removed fram o much parlier coll at

Ol i 2ibyen -
Chapelden shont a aile snd o holl soulh-weal af §he Mietwredden Share £

village now bnown ag Pennorn,

in 1618 the ald chureh was shandonsd ot Lhe new
building erected by Lhe Comanily nf New Aberdour, did nel have e
of Permen, 1w gld ¥illoge ﬁ.f ﬂ;lmrdmr. Bthough Largely
4 Ciaher seo-Loun, ahatoon N lhl'dum‘ ot nlmost wholly the e

@ Favming commnityv, e e fl 1 romd betveen Fetmnn amd Mew Aepdoog, <

a farming coenlr

Yy Jwml by Lha yYoungar genaeat oo, becwms for Ll older Tolle
aonn Lymve over aleap W0 o connt oy ahviol v

steeper i vour

Mt of thin coms the Yohening to bove o choreeh o [-imif- oy

U the areat Porvimn Boy witly (1 Ll it inde of U Troop ood Reed

Sa

The Village of Pernan Lowards Lhe end of the ninebeenth contury woas booming, aed
Lthe farming hinkterland was also prosperous and peopled by large and aclive Families,
In 1682 a rr'.mll'i'nr missionary preacher, the Rev. Thomas Campbell, was already preaching
in Lhe local hall and sometimes in the local school which had been built in 1062
an the south-rast of the crossroads half a mile above Lhe Yillage abt the intersection
of the Fraserburgh / Banff and Peonan / New Pilsligo roads.

On 27th. November 1882 a weeting was chaired by Lhe Rev. Jomes Wilson, who
had been minister of the parish for the past 25 years, formally to accept the
Rev. Thomes Campbell as nis:nion;lry on a yearly basis at an anmual salary of £90.-,
n;lhl.‘l‘ porty to be able Eo break the uqrct-:lmni. al two months notiee. Anobher moel iog
in Febroary 108%, fully representative of the prople of Peonan and District, sl again
choired by Mr. Wilson, decided Lo hold o bazanr in New Aberdour in the Tol lowing
Migust Lo start o fund which would eventually Finanee e building of a church in
Pennan. Unfortunately on 3rd, Migust 1883, Me. Wilson died, aod the new Hinisler,
Mr. Charles Birnie,was not ordained enkil 1Mth. Jonuary 1684, However, bhe seeds ol
the new church had been well son - al the February 1883 meeting. Poonon was
rich in eraftsmon. There were boatbuilders and carponters a-plenty and the Village was
famous for ils stone masons, the successors to the milistonn quarcymen, whn, based
al Cummerton, seme 2 miles soulh of the Village had supplied the Morth-East with bhe
finest millstones known Lo Ehe trade. Dne of thess master masens, born in 1RS3,
told me personally that he had been apprenbiced bo Lhe old master masons of Pennon,
ad an a boy apprentice had earned Lhe princely sum of sixpence a ueek. By 1824, thin
William West had sek up business in Peterhaad Lhen tha main Buchon centre ol the

granile cutbing and polishing industrey, a5 a building conlractor. l= buill mosk of the

Lhe

Pelerbeard, as well :

beautiful granite houses in, for example, Landdale Res

Boddam Lighlhouse to the soukh of the town. As a nobive Per te it is well ponsible

that Wesk, now an expert in granite construcbion work ond with good conlacts in

sled in the construction of the Fine

the granibe eutting and polishing teade, »:

past fronl of the Pernon Church aind Ethe gemile window Larings. 5



6. .

To co-ordinate this wealth of expoelise and supply money, land and material

n of !

as well, o champion came Forvard in bhe pers . Jobn Sleigh, the Factor of
the Auchmedden Estale. Mr. Sleigh wos o power in Lhe land. The Laird of Auchmedden
George Alexander Baird, born in o holel in Fdinburgh in 1861, was a young headstro
character of considerable wenllh. His interests Iny elsewhere and he lefl the
management of Auchmedden Lo his able factor, Juhn Sleigh, Logelher with aceess to
money in amounts rare in Buchan in those days. What Sleigh said virtually was,
"I'11 give you a design for your kirk, provide the dressed granile for the east
front and Lhe slates Tor the roof, iF you will supply the local sandstene for the
bidy of the building, build it and Fil 1I'.‘ The offer might well have been like ves
to a loaf, and Lhe communily, dosperalely kpen Lo hoave their oun place of worship,

threw aside whatever differences Lhey may hove hai and Tervently buckled to with

a8 will to build their church. Sleigh, on behall of the Loird, alloceted 1275 squars

yards or just over o quarter of on acre of land immediately to the Fasl of Lhe

rev schoolhouse For Lhe sile of Lhe now building. The farmers such as Sies

sor of
Nethermill, Watt of Mains of Auchmedden and n Ponnan village haulage contraclor
George West, seal<their Leams of clydesdale horses to hool greal dvessed red
sandstone blocks, - the lacgest messuring four feet six inches by Fifteen inches b

twelve inches and weighing

hoahioul mine hondred pounds, - up Pennan Brae Crom
the nuarries on Lhe west side of the Bed Heml. The women of the village were not
to be outdone. They normally unllied on Cor ofleld ag Mew Pitsligo, Strichen and
Turciff with their creals Laden witlh fl‘ﬁlllb‘, amokod and dried fish. Now they vied
with one another ip coreying ereel loads of small ped stones up ta the top of Penn:
Brae Lo build Lhe main chireh bl and the boudary wall,
surronnding the chureh geounds on the saal, seabh and west sides, - the north side
being conploted with o seoughl < ron rn.:lllng A whieh was sel bhe inprossive
entrance gate. Thin wag no slove Laboue bul o tolhour of Jove sod Faith.,

In the lotber half of 1803 and mont of 104 the whale village oo disirict
il B begn o v ol selivily wel bl Feesly guve of Lheir akills, Lok e ound
Lime, which in sueh o doeply eolbglous commmily won in no way grodged.

The eod reault san Lhe conslenatvon of o vieey Fioe sbono building, will

ad joining veutey mul host i) ohawbor Bobme, Thia bosling chomler was someuhnd of &

7.
digaster however. All the houses of the Village were heated with open Fires and
central heating was a new concept. 1t appears thal the system produced more smoke
than nxpt_'t‘tml,- fumigaking the pulpit area and the choir to the discomfort of both
the preacher and Lhe enthusisstic choristers!

Boal. builders and masler carpenters were evon more mmerous in the Pennan of
those days than masons and Lhese gentlemen saw bo the Fitking of the pulpil, choir
slalls 2nd pews in polished pilchpine.

There is no record,unfortunately, of when the Tirst sermon was preached in
the new church, but with Lhe Village itself boasting a population of betwwen Lhree
n;'n'l_ four bundred and with o Lobal pepulation .in excess of a thousand ineluding
those Trom the well-populated Tarm toons, s good congregation was well based.

At the Lime there were more minislers than charges available, so thal although
Mr. Camphell had had a full theological training and was licenced to preach, he
had nol been ordained or inducted Lo a charge. Pence the Rev. Charles Birnie, Parish
Minisler of Aberdour, conducted weddings and baptisims and was virtunlly He,

Canpbell's overseer. Bul Mr. Campbell was a popular and dedicaled preacher and

a foreeful speaker. We cannotb doubl that the First sepvice was given by Mr hell
to a full congregation, and the Fishers and farmers of Pennan, renouned for Lheir
musicnl Lalents must have made the new rafters ring with their Favourite psolms and
hymns. There wns no "mechaniral music®. The singing was led by a "Precentor” whe

was also normally responsible for lighting the chorch lamps. We was latberly the
recipient of an annual salary of £5%.- for this dual duty. I have it direchly on the
authorily of the last local precentor of the Fennan Church, before an interim precent
presided over the installation of “instrumental music® in the form of an oroan

in April 1218, that the Auld thndeed (the 100kh. Pealm),was sung with greal qusto

to Lwe different tunes, - on separale vccasions, - when it wos included in Lhe
repertoire, which was very often. The organ which was installed in April 1918,

wag bovaght second-hand From the South ULF.Church Fraserburgh for Lhe sum of £50.-.
Wr. Correll, Lhe schoolmastor who was the Civsl organist, was also aulhoriecd Lo
purchase music for bhe sum of cighkeen shillings and sixpenee. Ther Chaai pwan

1 Lo Lhe vestry Lo make

aulhorised Lhe removal of the choir toble med tuo el

room For Lhe new "kist of fusails®,



In 1921, Mr. Carrell was succondod as organisl by Miss., R. Ferbous (later
Mrs. Joseph Walt), relieved oceasionally by some of bhe schoolleachers. Mrs. Broee
the present organisl, has officiated ﬂi-m:c 1930, She started playing the organ in
church when she was actually a very young girl s0ill at school.

On 15th. July 1897, the Rev. Thomas Compbell regretfully resigned. Church
funds were low and M, Fampbel1's small salory bad rarely boen paid din full,
s0 the Monagoment Commiltee, also wilh great tegrel, accepled Lhe resignation.

The Rev. Mr, Cherles Rirnie Jtherefore, from Sunday 13th, July 1897 p‘mnclumi in the
Pennan Church al J:I".Ii. The Lime of the serviee wos loter estoblished as 3.30 P.M.

Charles Birnie dicd ot Le end of 1919, the hod been greatly respected and
aguired and was sadly missed, U wos succoeded in lurn in 1920 by Hr. G. Catta,
by Me, W, Polter in 19208, by Me. AMAdors dn 1937, He. WM Haooah in 1954,

Hr. Gavin HeCollum in 1970, MWe. G, Lee in 1976 and eventually by anolher
Charles Dirnie in 1962,

In October 18?? a sub-commiltee was acl up Lo attend to the business of
getting the church heated by paraffin stovos,

In fpril 1895 a new bible, psalm and hymo books were purchased for Uhe pulpit,
the new bible costing the sum of Five shillings and sixpence, plus one shilling
carriage, preswnably from Froserburgh.

) In Oclober 1898, with a view Lo assist in healing the church and proparly
lighting it, it wss decided to get, if possible, the "now modern circular burners
for the poraffin lamps".

Again we Find in July 1899 Lhat it m resolved Lo purchase communion linen,
two commnion cups and broad plates and o gown suitable for the Minister ':mn:illcliinﬂ
the service,- "the value not Lo excead £3.-" Ihe lowest price quoted was loter
staled ko be £3.10/- and the Comnilloe anreed Lo pay bhis exorbitont price. In this
year olso church funds mosl bave been fuelboer Itl'ﬂimd by the nocessity for hoving
Lhe chareh harled shove the moin sondslans block base. This naturally did not opply

Lo Lhe granile easl front. Thin haeliog was nececsilaled by Lhe Facl thal the

red sundsbone erodos very ropldly, sapecind®, in Mo Leeth of salt-ladon nnrlinrly

gales. The harling wan dono by Messens Geeeapd ool Son ol Rosehearty.

To Janwary 1088, e, S0 b Bkendo Lol on elider of the chureh For Ry yeor:

sehnodlcaely

antd Lho man who olso supervised bhe Sonday School aloig wilh Toea
dicd, and aftor Lhe war his deughler had cleckrie beabing and ight ing installed
in mewnry of her Father.

Me wost recovd ot this stoge corbain minor chonges decing Lhe years wen

supporl for Lhe church was anforbunately dying along wilh Lhe capidly dwindling

populalicon of the Vallage wwl ils Forming hionterliowl, Fishing webhods were changing,

1 a3 thal at Froserbue

ty Gased on bigger harboues s

and bigyer boals were of ne

with & consequenl drifl of Cisheemen and Lheir fomilios bo the lorgior eenloes.

Pl

Gone were the days also when a Carm had coltars, plooghmen, calllemen, o
Fosl of the work can now be done by one or bwo men with Lractors.

In October 1967 a commmion bable une purchazed ond soee of the pitehpine

choir seaks were removed Lo aceommodabe AL, 1o April 1960 & now clectrie orgen

was bovght at the eost of I340.- highlighl ing the inflaiiooary Lrend. In bhe sose
yoor @ stone Tonb was qifted Lo the choreh by o church in Glasgow e Lhe Toeal
Port Mislress donated a ailver cheictening bowl LO0ther gilts to the chorveh inelude

I. Weller.

n Bible, Crom Mr. A Macdonald apd a pradise - board from Fr. and Hea C.G
In 1273 additional elecbric Cloor hesling gan dastalled st 2 cosh of aome £150,-

of ihe pash bundpeed

The elders of Lthe Penean Church come cub of Lho mis

Excluding presont day

a grond procession of Galts, Wallts and e

years
elders Lo whom Inter historical summaries will no doubt da adergpabe joetioe when

wmicn in doninaled bovards s cod by sach sbalworle

thair work is olso dong, the proo

lism Ritehie Wost aod Mesonder Subherlsod Pownie,

Willinm Dirnia Gatl,
worlthy whccessors Lo the Toundoes and in wbose perspeclives Che Pennan Choeeh
Lok

Toomed Targer than its physicsl disensions and very dezerving of btheir vholel

sore to serve hee holfoas well Peonan's Chuech in Lhe

support. Here their suecos:

Lrue sense of ils missien has slill @ony years Lo live.

David 5. Wall.



THE INQUIRING AND ANALYTICAL MIND.

("FOLK WHA SAY JHSIR SAY AND SPEIR THEIR SPEIR".)

Aye min, fairly! So that's the wye o't? A' that time, said ye?
I'ae warran' wid it, ah wyte,

An' ye say there's a date abune's door. Fa wad 'a putten't there?
Na, his heid's nae sair the day.

An' 'is polished ballie o' granite on the tap noo. Yon wis niver the clapper
o' the bell, surely. Fit's it for than? Foo hivvy wid it be, think ye?
A gey wecht I wid say - min's ye oome on yon ba' they dyat aboot wi' at

the Gamea.

The shot! Fit idder?

Ye took the verra word oot o' ma mou. I eence saw't deen wi' a haggia.
Hidna the same dird though. Did iver ee' aee 'al? 1 hiv though!
Peterheid granite?

Yea, yea; Alberdeen's grey fan ye think aboot it.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR PUPILS OF AUCHMEDDEN SCHOOL,

Bit 'at's nae fit we wia apeakin' aboot ava! Ye wis gyan tae tell's aboot ARBOUT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY.
'in date afore ye startit a leetachie aboot the quarry at Stirlin' Hill. s SUN—— —_— B
Wid there 'a been a pyle at Peterheid awa back? Divertin' min - if ane o' : [

yon scamps hid howkit the steenie that (inished up on the croon o' the kirk.

Ah've geen as muckle, ye ken,

Fa wid *a haen the biggin' o't? Eh [ye m'! Lang afore Zander's time.

Fa wid ken than? Ah widna winner! They think they ken a'thing doon in

Edinburgh. - Wid ye say East Kilbride wis far ahin though? 'Ee'l be 'Centre I'
yerael' nae doot? 0 jist a tem:l.nt' They were gey sair on ye? Weel, weel. 3
Ye'll be rale high codit..... Eh man'! Bit there's me thing. Ye canna tak'
the breeks aff a heilanman. An me on the p.lrlahl.n! Foo muckle o' a pinshin
did they pey a buddy hyne back aboot yer I1A84 (sne bein' ye're richt wi'
the year)? Ia that a fact? The mannie fae Tyrie ilka month? An' aye an §
antrin ane turnin' oot ? So the minister tellt ye that ye'd niver hae anidder

chance till 20847 Weel, fa wid ken if ho didna ken?

Bit he winna see't, puir stock.



ALL BELOW BLUEK.

A tumbling tangle
Or twisted contortion
Levels,

Pebblea, years, lives.

Shella of silence gaze
Undigturbed,

White and white suddenly
Hed and green and blue
A wel wonderland

Precious, simple.

Hipplen of foam - flecked merriment

anca,

Below soowla of wrath.

And all, below blue.

Lilian Bruce.

. PENHAN - 1938,

HOO!

AUCEMEDDEN



PENNAN - AR

Some men believe, "Change i& the only thing that is constont."™ This p

intended to nssist in the centenary commerorntion of the building of

Auchmedden Church. A very brief attempt is made Lo Lry and outline some

of the changes which have occurred in the aren. It is hoped thot zome

enjoyment will be given to the reader.

PHYSICAL BACEGROUKD
It may be argued that cruslal faulting and uplirt have been Lhe dominant

proce involved in the mrking of this land/sea-seape if Lhe Area is

. the processes of crosion, trans-

congidered on a major scale. Neveriheles

e hnve

Sand

portation and deposition ncting upon 01d Red e mny in this

been more influentinl in the crention of so0ils nnd sit Tor man to develop

and exploit.

ABOVE- FENNAN, AS IT WOULD HAVE BERN BEFORE THE Glacintion hag left a legacy of meltwater channels, valleys and @

TURN OF THE| CENTURY. relief (see fig. 1). These valle; deeply incised by post-glacinl streams,

BELOW- PENNAN, AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE SECOND PIER have, until the age of the internal combustion engine, proved a preat hin-

ERITiRE * THE "BIG STORM' OF 1953, drance in the development of a pgood road communication network.

(See harbour develo tagr:
pment diagram on page 21.) Lnndward, the ares rises fo a height of 750 ft. at a distance of two and a

half miles southward from the village of T'ennan. Thus, much of the aren

of atudy is n northward facing slope, frequently subjected to cold, northerly,

anlt laden winds. Rainfall is approximately twenly-five inches snmually and
anow lies on average from twenty-five to thirly days annually.

So0ils in many places have been o

eveloped from the sandstone bedrock. Az such,
these are 1ight, easily worked nnd Tertile. Oeccasionally a patch of cold

ors have

hlue elay, which has been depozsiled by a glacier, appears Cult

been nao Lthorough that 1ittle noturnl vepeintion cover 45 Tound.

The coastal zone is composed of rock showing various deprees of “sof tnes

This has resulted in the sea having etched the once relatively straight

line into n

The seft rock and the indenlations made in {t,

contrast vividly with the bold Aand hard headland of Troup.

Chang

in sen-level have endowed the bays with Cine examples of raised

beaches. Sheltered from behind by high cliffs and from the went by Troup



Hend, such benches were excellent sites for eighteenth/nineteenth century
fishermen to develop. FPrevious to that period, the foreshores meem to have
been in a state of equilibrium, When man devised a means of transporting
large quantities of beach materinls quickly, the building of sea-detences at

sites such as Pennan became a necessity.

Whatever the primary reason for the erection of such cea defences was,
obviously there were other needs. One o1 these wns the need for space for
inoustry e.g. outbuildings etc. Pulloing oviward of a sea-wail providea for
such sites. See fig. 2. Resutting 1rom the great storm of January 1953 the
re-building of such defences and the maintenance of the same was underinken
by n governmental muthority. 111 sdvised alignment of the present concrete
%all has created severe problems which were previously unknown. The initial
wnll toe, having been too far seaward, suffered severe erosion. Repairs
sxtended the toe farther seawards. This totnl extension has resulted in the
aea removing the beach to bedroeck level and caused tremendous volumes of

waler and seaweed to cascade on to the street during northerly gales.
PRENISTORIC PERIOD

Archzslogists have revealed that a major Iron Age settlement occupied the
promontory at Castle Point about two and a half thousand years age. On the
same site evidence was also found proving the existence of a castle which

had been built by one of the lairds of Troup estate. (See fig. 3)

Place names, all of which were passed on verbally until southern eartographers
were employed to produce Ordinance Survey maps, reveal the languages which

had been spoken by earlier waves of settlers.

Some fishermen at Pennan called one of the neighbouring beaches "Ensterbyackie®.|

This was odd. Nobody knew what the name meant, neither did anyone know of a
aurresponding "Westerbynckie™., Others, more cautious, pronounced it
"ister-byackie” or "istra-byackie". Many place names in Wales are similarly
pronounced. Examples are Ystrad and Yslradgynlais (both having silent d's).
T'refixes such as ..Al:er' and "Pen' point to having roots in the Britonic language.
Other names such as Dundarg, Port an Doon, Cnoc'na eathar and Dhustrath are

Scots Gaelic. One name, Pit-na-Calder harks back to Pictish settlements.

From the Toregoing it is suggested that at least three succeeding waves of

settlers occupled the area subsaquent to previous Iron Ape settlers.
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Chepel Den is an English name which could steer thouphts towards a direct
1ink with Auchmedden Church. Ne such connection is known. It would seem
that the chapel in question had been disused for guite some time before
Auchmedden Church was built. What then caused the survival of the name?
The suggestion is made that the chapel hnd served a considerable farming
population in the valley, hnd been revered and the thoughts lived on in the

minds of men.

This area is now empty of settlement, but Professor K. ¥alton discovered that
during the late Middle ﬁges)populatinn density on the area of study and to the

east of the Tore Purn, was at least five hundred per square mile.
HISTORICAL PERIOD

The Statistical Account reveals that in 1835 the population of Fennan was one
hundred and eighty. Fourteen marriages in the village were recorded that year.
8ix bonts, each with a complement of four men followed the inshore haddock
fishery. (This supplied village and local farm regquirements and provided
snlted fish for export.)

The earlier planning and development of the harbour, for the purpose of
exporting millstones, coincided with the needs of the developing fisheries.
1t proved a grest asset. (See fig. 4)

From 1860 to 1870 the herring fishcurer at Pennan arled or employed six bosts.
During this time the average number of crans of herring ecured per boat was
nintty-nine and a half. The totnl average number of crans per year was Tive
hundred and nirety-seven. 1t should be mentioned here that the lotal fleet
numhered more than six boats but other vessels had fished from other stations

e.g. Rosehearty and Fraserburgh.

As the fisheries sucecieded, so did the infrastructure develop. Shipwrights
bunilt bonts in three venues, at least three shoemakers businesses thrived,

(one of these employed five journeymen), a tailors shop, inn, bakery,

~hutehery, grocery, transport-contractor, smithy and banking services were

available. Governmental employment was found in both Past-0ffice and
Coastguard services. In 1930, two mnil deliveries were made daily from Banfl
and a third from Fraserburgh.

Parly education was offered in private schools. Iady Jane Hay, daughter of

the Earl of Kinnoul, "mortified" monay, the inlerest from which was assigned,
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"for the benefit of the children of Pennan". Une school was located in the

village, a second was found at what is now Glen Quithle tarm.

By the 1860's, Auchmedden Publie school was built,negating the need for both

of the previous establishments. The roll at this school grew to a maximum

of one hundred and sixty-three. vhe services of the schoolmaster and school
staff and the active interest they took in village life wns of the utmost
importance for developing latent talents. Tt is recorded, "at Auchmedden
school, Rending, Writing, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Wavigetion, Enrlish trammar
and Iatin ere tought". In addition, time was found to explore music, practice
singing, participate in choirs and develop the arts of wviolin making and
playineg. One plece of riddle music written by a James Watt is currently

published along with works of Seolt Skinner, Keil Gow and Tom Anderson.

into sueh a young and vigorously developing community, the local church saw

a need for a House of God into which all christian wurshyTurs could gather as
one family. The idea gathered momentum and enhanced the unity and ultimate
fullness of life 1in the whole area. 'This was indeed a period of fiowering for

the village.

By 1900 the village population had increased to over three hundred but a
change was brewing. Technological advance had introduced stenm propuision
into the fishing boats. Pishermen were guick to invest and the following
list of veszels show the dramatic change:
1904 - 1905 Watts, sixty feet in length. The largest vessel to have
been built in Pennan.
1506 Laurel, a vessei of 90 ft. was acquired by a Fennan Tisherman.
Ko accomodation was available to build sueh a vessel in Pennan.
1907 Coral Haven and Lipht.
1908  Auchmedden,
1909 Dennyduff. Steam drifters of 90 It. long.
1910  TFennan. (See rig. 5)
1912 Wesls.,

Edch vessel employed ten men on board and more than twice that number mshore.
At first the new class of vessels called at the harbour to load nnd unload
nets and gear at the commencement and termination of each season. This prac=

tice soon stopped.

' '}
The neme Dennyduff in 1909 indicated that change wes afoot. Slowly at lirst
but steadily the population drift proceeded. Subsequently the infrastructure

'Passing Cloud’ and 'Smiling
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wonkened end gradually disap-esred. As a result of the inter-war depression
years, Tishermen who still resided in Pennan sold off their drifters and
stayed at home fishing in motor yawls. This stopped for m time the dpift
of people but those left were an ageing group. The years 1939 to 1946 saw
the return of several families but this was a temporary measure.

An example of the tenacity to survive is witnessed in the maximum number of
small fishing boats operating mackerel fishing from Pennan. 1In 1949 the
number was fourteen.

In 1955 the number of pupils at Auchmedden School wus fifteen. During 1958
the school wns closed. This wes a body blow. Purther depopulation followed.
Today few indigenous people are left in the village and Tewer still are

full time fishermen. With fish stocks over-exploited as they are at present,
it is very difficult to envisege the re-growth of even a modest fishing
industry at Pennan.

ROUND OF THE YEAR

Having looked nt broed changes, an attempt must be made to find out how the
Round of the Year has changed.

The first of January is still a major celebration in Scotland but the good
humoured mischievausness that was acceptable then is not heard of today.
For example,white washing windows, tying of doors from the cutside in order
to keep the oceupmnts inside on New Years morning, would today be looked
upon with a frown or worse,

The feverish activity of men preparing to go fishing on the west coast immed-
iately following New Year is no longer seen. Freparation for a sixteen week
voyege created nquite a stir.

¥ith the present age of motor cars, roads must be cleared of snow and sal ted
to remove ice. In 1930 the area would have been cut off for several weeks.

Sledcing on the brae at thet time was sledging "par excellence”.

Earch was the time of poor returns and small hoats were pulled from the
harbour to be dried, overhauled and painted. The beaching of six hoats
wes an operation which lasted several days nnd required the help of many
hands. 014 #nd young joined in the work.

By April, fishermen were returning from the west const and lines had to be

Fig. 5a - Steam drifter Wests nt

Fraserburgh.

Pig. & - Salted Cod and Lythe

heing sun dried - 1939,
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dried and repaired, gerdens had to be planted and herring nets prepared for
the summer fishing which commenced in June. All was bustle, Youngsiers

played "bools™ when not engaged in helping their elders.

¥ay was the month for catching and salting lythe, cod and ling (see fig. 6).
Row boats were used and two boys were required for each bost to pull the oars

while fishing proceeded. School homework? - well, rowing was better.

From June to hugust was the summer drift-net herring fishery from Fraserburgh.
The men employed on this were away during the week but home every weekend.
Smell boats fishing for mackerel landed twice daily at Pennan. Roth figheries,

aa then known, have collapsed.

During )late August, workers to assist in the harvest were of ten recruited from
crews who had tinished the summer fishing. The children back at school
looked forward to gatkering berries (for jam making) and hazel nuts in late
September and October. Pennan Den provided berries and nuts in abundance.

Few berries are left since the advent of ranching.

The period September until Christmas was the s-ason of the East Anglian
herring fishing when catches were big and earnings high. Children waitea at
home for dnds to return from Yarmouth and Towestoft laden with presents.
Alas, it might have happened at one time but the closing of markets changed

the scene.

renwhile, children played street games in moonlit evenings.
ITnk—ye: 'Crcnn—yi or hoisl the Green Ftng‘etc. Such games, requiring organ-
isation were both mental and physical exercises. At school they prepareaq
tor concerts and the great Christmas festival on the evening of the {inal
school day of that year. Tne senior voys were allowed %o go with the farmer
providing the tree and help him cut it and bring it back with a horse-drawn

vehicle to school. thristmas was a period of quiet rejoicing at home.

The Round of the Fresent iear has peen so different to that described. That
“hangs must come, most people will accept. The rapidity of change during the
past century has been such that many ecan not comprehend it. Today, this area
is still very much caught up in this rapid change;but the soil is there -
rich, the site of Pennan is there - an]id,nnd the message of God to man is

there - constant.

Forbes Watt.
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Nae place on earth's sae dear tae mo
As Pennan, nestlin' by the sea;

An' if ye chance tae pass that way
Jist tak a turn doon the brae.

Ye'll see far pirates wild an' bold
Claimed Pennan's shores in days of old;
An' hear strange legends, if ye atay,
0' battles fought in St. Magrus' bay.

If time allows ye itak a stroll

As far as Siller Bucky Hole;

Whaur hangs a rock high in the air -
Tradition says it's chained.up there.

If at th' cove ye tak' yer stan'

Yon towerin' cliff's th' "Hangit Manj"
‘Th' han' o' nature's deen its best
Tae mak' seccure th' seagull's nest.

Nae doot ye'll dander up th' Den,
Enchanted wi' an cor' tae spen';
A murmurin burn lies at yer fect
Amang th' wild (lowers scented sweet.

'Aneath th' hill therds tae be aseen
Th' Otter bickerin' hame at e'sen:
Th' "Brandy Hoose" weel hidden liea -
A smuggler's haunt its name implies.

Hae modern ways does Pennan claim -
Aul' farrant placie, aye the same;
0' may its beauties ne'er decline,
Wi' memories o' Auld Lang Syne.

An' when th' aun sets ih th' west,
An' man an' beast has gane tae rest,
Ye'll fin' that Fennan's jist th' place

Tae bring ye peace an' happiness.

29.
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THE PENNAN PAPER - LOON.

1f you don't live in Pennan, the nexl-best thing is Lo have friends who do,
Cairine in 48, George in 53, are both old-established Fennanites, and friends
of mine of long-standing, and many's the happy evening I've spent enjoying their
hoapi tality.

In those days, an evening or a weekend in Pennan was a glorious escape {rom the
Babylon of the Broch; an asylum, if you like, from the madhouse. So, when my
career of bad-uaing bairns drew to a close, I had no option but take permanent

refuge in Pennan.

And here, a new bright shining career has opened hefore me. 1 am the Pennan
paper-loon. It ia I who bear tidings of the wicked world outside, the crimes and
miafortunes of mankind, fa's deid, and fa's awa wi' fa's wife,

At 10 o'clock, I begin to get reative, and haunt the mou' o' the close, looking
for the postie. His arrival, bearing the precious burden of P&l's signals the
outbreak of feverish, frantic activeness. 1 sel oul on my paper round. Acting on
the principle that you gie yer ain sea guts to yer ain sea myavea, 1 attend lirst
to my neepers, to Marion in 21, then Leslie and Badie, then up to the end of the
village, and work my way back.

A discussion on the state of the weather with Ruth, a genial wave and a lovely

wrin rom youny, Master Anderson, a reassurance from Cathy that her leg is on the
mend, a brief survey of the state of Lthe world in general, and pardens in particular
with David, and so on to Les and the pub and Gladys, whom we are all delighted to
welcome to the village. A promise to come back for a coffee, and off we go, weatward:
01d Wattie's now happily settled in Fraserburgh, and dear Janet has gone Lo her
well-earned reat, but thank God, we've still got Alee and Patch. Johnnie and

ABOVE - CELEBRATION OF A COHONATION. Colin mark the successful completion of yet another day's round, as it's only

in the holiday season that I venture as far as 5t. Magnus.
(GEORGE V, 1910.)

PUPILS OF AUCHMEDDEN SCHOOL, PENNAN,

Happy, happy Fennan - and happy me!

The Femnan paper—loon,

(Oor very ain Sandy Forbes.)



MANY FEOPLE NOWADAYS WONDER WHAT WOULD HAFPEN IF
THEIR BRAKES FAILED GOING DOWN FPENNAN BRAE.

BACK IN THE 19308, A GENTLEMAN BY 'THE NAME OF
GEOKGE WEST ('GHORDIE BAKER') FOUND OUT?

FORTUNATELY, HE WASH'T IN THE LORRY AT THE TIME.......

ABOVE - PENNAN POST OFFLCE AND POST iN, 1910

(The aign reads, 'Fost OFfice
For
HMoney Order Savings Bank,
Parcel Post Telegraph.

Insurance & Anmmity Businessa! )

BILOW - CREW OF STEAM DRIFIER TPENNAN', 1917,

33.
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IT'S BEEN A GEY TIME,

It all started in an attic in Mariachal College which was the modest apace
#iven to the Geography depariment in those days. | was already in love with

the Puchan area bul my experience of it had been limited to the lonmay area,
the Hroch and Rosehearty. The map allocated to me for slope analyaia

covered the Pennan area and whereas I had always thought of Buchan as *bare

and bleak as the coast aroond ye, wi' its aul' grey rocks. Nae a hill nor a
tree nor o buss taec hap ye '‘gainst the winter's shocka.' T suddenly Cound

a deep, sateep-sided valley with woodland cover shown. Not only that, but

there seemed to be evidence of a complex system of overflow valleya.

Something worth exploring, I thought, So the next weekend 1 was out at Cortea,
1 asked my hosts on the Friday how one got to Hew Pitsligo, and the next day,
which was a crisp, blue March morning, I got off the bus at the Braid Mileatone,
and headed for the Gonar. The first few miles along the valley were rough, but
all new country and the day grew more glorious. Then after warsling through

the wet, tussocky ground at the head of the Tore, I came upon a wonderland.

All the light greens of Spring rustled in the trees and here was a path, that
wandered, somewhat dubby, alongaside a burn, cut into the rock and overshadowed

by trees. Then came a grassy clearing with ford, walerfallas and ruina with
rhododendrons almost West-Coast in their height and luxuriance. What was this?
1 paused for reflection and a coffee [rom the flask and wandered on in an almoat
Juvenile delight of discovery. Enclosed meadows, trees, sunshine, the sound

of the atream, new scenes at each turn of the path fol'owed one after the
other. A short 1ift up a rocky read, passed a hanging wood, round a corner

and suddenly there was the pea, a blue triangle beyond an open valley, glorious
in the gold of whin and breem. And apparently nobody but nobody; for although
there were ateadinga and ruined mills, there was little aign of occupancy

for there had been few signa of fencea since my entry into the valley.

On then to the shore, where I sat and had lunch and pondered on the next move.
The map showed a village round Lhe coast. Was it possible to clamber along the
foot of the cliffa? The tide was about half and with a bit of mcrambling and
one wet foot, 1 gradually made my way round, Now it is a curious thing tut
Fennan is hidden from view virtually until one has rounded the sugar loafl
that separatea Coral Haven from the main Bay. So imagine my surprise when I
turned the corner and saw the cluster of houses at the foot of the cliff,
fronted by a fore-shore of tarred sheds and stone huta, All this happened,
you must remember, in 1948, Not only was there surprise but immense delight
at the rightness of it all . Then I aet off by Pennan Head and the eliffa to
Aberdour and Rosehearty where 1 was to be picked up, and again was enchanted
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by the scenery, the emptiness and the glory of the day, despite the descent
to sea level and back up to 300 feet that ia necessary il one aticks tightly
to the cliff, The body was awacker and fitter in those days, though it's atill
deein' fine.

Well, that was that. Since then, I've become thirled to the area and have

never really lelft but rather have carried it with me in my antrin wanderinga.
For several years, I camped the odd weekend at the millshore and gradually
explored the coast to Camrie. The Tore and ito many side valleys which atill
enchant and still seem to provide new views each time I see them are a rich
paradise, In the mid fifties, I acquired a house and the village became my
summer home and weekend joy. Gradually, I got to know the folk of the village
and the surrounding farms, and enjoyed the sense of community {dentification
with the area that they so kindly gave me, and atill do, Stu, was doing-up

his house at Battlehill at the time and what had been a ecasual acquaintanceship
developed into a lasting and much appreciated friendship, as did that of Jacob's,
John Turnbull and Mr, and Mrs Watt Taylor, and 0! se many others.lt muat now be
obvious, that this could go meandering on indefini tely so we muat start to
teleacope the years. What can one say of Andy and Janet, and of Mra Kidd, whoae
remark to my mother,with whom she was great chums, I'I1 always l.reauum!

Mother had suggested that village 1life might be disrupted and the appearance

and activities of my various odd friends,.....mother had a belief that I only
knew eccentrics and was rapidly becoming one myself..... might be disapproved of,
01d Maggie Kidd replied with great aplomb,"Na, Na, Hob's freends are jist a fair

diveraion!”
Then came the dig.

The first summer, when we spent most of the season excavating outside the
Mediaeval founds, uncovering a paved courtyard and establishing a first

section throughthe vitrified fort wall was a reaounding success, not so much

for the archaeology but for the amazingly happy community that developed within
80 many disparate people, and the many age groupa invelved. It was a rich thread
of many astrands: Colvin and myaelf, a few of our coliege studenta, some lecturers,
a few Univeraity students, a glorious yroup of seniors tron Banfl Academy,
viaiting authorities from Aberdeen and Edinburgh, visiting parents and friends,
teachers, art studenta staying at Battlehill, who ecame down and diverted us

pgently from over-aseriousnena aboul our eflorts.
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Lagt, bulb by no means leaat, there was the friendly acceptance of all these

by the village and the farm folk. It was a little society whiéh, in that summer,
blossomed towards a Form of tolerant social intercourse that should be available
to more people, more of the time,

We had our adventures, such as the freak thunder and lightning storm that hit
the area one Tuesday night in early Auguat, when unfortunately, several acres
of barley, largely on the south aide of the road were left atanding but completely
threshed by the hail. There were grave doubts (no pun intended!) that thia wag
a judgement for uplifting a Bronze Age short cist which had been uncovered in
the Tore. The doubts struck deep, even in the most literal of men and in various
placea over the next few months, I was accused in a friendly manner as "the man
that cost me twa, fower, sax thoosand up Y...... the sum inflated as the weeks
went onl Happy days, but so are the present ones, for although the structure of
society has changed in the village, there is atill a gentle magie about it that
makes for good neighbours.

Long may it remain so.

HRobert H Cairns.
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The editor wishes to thank the following eontributors...ee..

Rev. C Birnie,

L. Bruce.

R. Cairna.

A. Forbes.

D.5, Watt.

F. Watt.

Thanks alao to Miss M. West for the drawing of the church on the cover, and
to Mr. J. Rankin and the reprographica staffl at Fraserburgh Academy.

The poem 'Pennan' was included in memory of the late Alexander S. Downie,
an elder of Auchmedden Jhurch for some 65 years.
We are grateful to the Aberdeen Preas & Journal for permission to uae the photo on P. 28,




