
‘East is east and west is west and n’er the twain shall meet’ Is this 

always true? 

 

A Sociology essay submitted at Aberdeen University in 1975 by Rev. 

Allan D Scott. 

 

Allan was born in 1924 and brought up at West Mains Farm near 

Pennan, where his father was head gamekeeper. He went on to 

serve in the RAF, followed by many years in the police force. Finally, 

Allan enrolled as a mature student at Aberdeen University where he 

graduated in Divinity and became a Church of Scotland minister. 
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"Sl tuated at  ' [he north*rv*st  ex ' i " ] l r i r r r t ty  s f  Aberdeenshlre,
Pennan ls  & f lsh ing4 v l l Ia .ge c: f  59 hs; , tses wl th ln the est* , te of
Auehnnedtienu the Par i ,sh of At;endour arrcl the ,6,r e$bytery of i leer,
Th* ar ea whi ch ls the su b j  cet of th i  * e*utly I  s demarker: j .n the

lgith 
'by tv"o nlles of sea .gltff.s;-s-n *.he".".+as* --by'-tne-qt*r"-.r,a:rF6s-;r

a deep gully lururing. south florn the $ea aRd bordeled orr either slde
by an area of uncult ivatecl iand nalnl;r  of heather and g;orse. Thls

' natural boundary contlrnres southnard:r along the Pouk Eor-;e and furthet

.; :  
clens to t l ie Airohrsedden wood and the Hirt  of iTindyheads v;hlch ls an

' area of uoorland. 'fhe south boundary ruis along. the Auchurediten
'Estate boundary westrryalds through u-ninhabitecl noorg to joln the
Tor of rroup - a deep lndentatton aborrt one nrl le wlde through whlch
-f lons the Tor Eurn whloh ie thE part*h andt County boundary. The

.' .. t-"eei bounda-ry of +-.hi e stud,v fa llo$6 thc Tcr Burn noItb.*a;dc . tc the
sea at i : fe* i terml l i  a i ;or- t t  ] ra1f- ! r- ! l ]11* ! ' je,gI  of  Fennan. Frcm nosth
to south ls approxlnately thlee nollea anat froa east 'to vrest two
rni lee - thua the alea under study i  6 apBroxlnatery eLx square ni lee
and forned the tcathment r alea for Auclixnertden s'chool. and- church.

-:---- tS€€ +{ap } Pen"'ran Hss 't2 nli}gs t ert- c*r€tcrt;r::'t}i--c!ni*+*_tttele-
eaet of BaDff.  to the east ihe neaiest i i l l i .age is Nevr Aberdour

" f$ nl lea dlstant, to the nest cardenstouxl ano Croyle h ni lea aad
to the south Nes Pttsl lgo 6 r l les disiant.

i : .  ' : .  
i .  , :  . - l  . , 1 , i ; " ,  . - :  .

foES!aphy.

;.  .  300-l+00 feet. .  -Pennan le sltaateal below cl l f fs 6oure 100 feet hlgh
at the nouth of,.  the pennan. Burn., Bul l i  on a. shal lov ehore 1t le
pFctested f ron the raveges'af  tht*  sea by a s iout ly  bul ] t  sea waLl"
Apart f  r . .om the f lea., t i re onJ"y means of accees I s by a sre€p r
Winetng  road wh ich  cL j .mbs ih*  * i t f f s  ln  a  ser les  CI f  s ig . *uegs  fo r
a irou"f/
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about  ha l f  -s -ml le  ' - r1  g rad ic ; :bs  o f  1  in  l+  to  I  j .n  10 .  ^ i ,o  Jo ! .n  tne
Fraeerhrrgh - Banfl  road at , / , .uchneddcn SchooI and Chunch. The
inland aren is, rr i  i" ' ] . :  the e; ' ,cr;3t ion of . ' luchnedien vrooct, arnost t .ree-

,  le6g ,  and cons is tg  o f  a  ser i r :s - .  o f  tdeeo dens  €epara ted  by  h i lLy
.  agn icuJ . tu ra l  lanr i  o f  poo! .  gua l l t y .  r t  wou ld  be  d l f f l cu l t  to
. f  i .nd no re t,- . :r .r  a f  e\ '  aones orl  f  lat sLr. i  i l . iee vri thln . fhe e lx siuqre

ni lee. Tn roore anclent t ines therErr hrrd: been, & mrmber of sn.al l
o'crfte ln the area, bdi i .n t935 ncrth.trr3 remained of these but

. the oui l ! .ni$ of bi ir)  LirI Idlrrg icuricor,; ,rorre **r.A frogouori i 'a-*-rr"rr"

.  11"i"" 
on in f leld i iai  es, i l i*  area ttren betng divldect into :)

12  fa rns  o f  va ly i r rg  s izes ,  thcn  a l l  be i .ng  under  cu l t rva t lon . .
T  l vo  roads  c rossed L ] ' t€  a rea . . ihe  Fra  s  c r  burgh ;Banf f  coas ta l  road
arreaaly ment,ro'ed v,as of hard core but wes tarrnacadaned in the

. late JO's, and the P crnan-I i  o., . ;  pi tsl ! .6:o roed. The fornner,'becauee 
o f  t t s  sharp  bends ard  s teep h i l l s ,  -OrU , . r . , i .U- i ,  ,o* ,

.o f  the  ln f requent  motor lsed  tna f f l c  v rh i le  the  la t te r  v laa  l t t t le
. ,nore  than a  tw ls t tng  o ing le - t rack  road.  v r th  few passrng  p laces .

Tlre aceonnodation roads to -th_e farrns vere 1it t Ic nore than tr,acka
_ churned by the nar.roi; :  v,,heele of horse carte and rere- often
barely negotlable by moiorised vehicr.es rn wet weather.

Illglggg.

I t  ls  d i f  f  lcut t  to sei ias 'ete t ] : ' :  h i  s tJry of  fennan f  ran
legend. ?he v11la.ge I  s said to i :ave r- \e+i i  founr le *  i j ly  $j i i i ; i r i r i leys
and t races in  caYes 1 t : .  the v ic  in i ty  r , rc lu . l r i :  tsn ,d .  t *  .  l *nr :  ; ; ; ; -nce
ts tirl e 1 eg en r", . l i*wever. i:o thing i s to be founo ln the oldest
records  regard ing  t l : j " s  ac t i v i tS ' "  The  v i l l age  i s  named . In  the
FaFtsh Klrk $esslon r ' i : . rcords i . r :  I , . Ianch l - r j15 when ar l  ,exsonnlunloate
pa.c i "st  Maister  Alex*. r r i ier  Lerr i te t  ie  ine;nt ioned.  as havlng sought
r  ef  Lr.ge ther e. In  I70c t the '1 , *0 , ,o  John i fas tg t  are  narned as e lders
lrr t i ;he tGeatoun r:f Fe-:; inanf , I r r .  1807 t i i *  names i  n  the t  $ea lo f  t  '

:  o f '  Aberdour  Shurch j . r t r : iude 1? ' , i les ts ,  
5  Gaats  ang i+  lgnt ts .

f  n  f i65  n*n i ion i "s  inedr :  o f  a  nchaa i  a t  Glenqui theL (  about
Gne n iJ . ; :  $c i - r ih  c f  p . ' : : laan)  an*  in  1T?,J  - t j " .cxander  Les i r  y ras
s choolma s tc i , l

t'
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echool*raste; '  at Auchrcedcjen $ehos1 at an ai:nua I sa.l .any of €,Zs'bu t  in  1w5 the i ' e  i s 'es re t  rhab  ns  du ly  qua i i r ; ; ; ; : r ; ; r - cnn
foun'd to teach at Auchinedserr $c?:oor for t i -^r 'e present salar y of'82 .1 . * ,  ( s te r r r r ;g )  w l th  an  anr ruar  g ra tu i . t y  o f  €J .

($cota i

r t  l s  reco l 'uu : .o : .21s t .  uav  1599 t r ra t  the  K i rk  sess lon  r : ragperturbed that the ft shl.ng boats of pennan ghould not stay laterat 6ea thaa sunset on Saturdayu ,rf . ,  i  i*-f  r ,  170h thene nere raoves tobul lcl  e harbour. rn 1gJ1 the popularro' oi ; ; ;""; ;  ;* -6 boats of lr  nen each lrere 
"o"ug"a, 

in wnite f ishing while 5 longboats engaged in herr ing ftshing $,ere Etationeat at Banff thene et '1r.beins no llarbour ai pennan. o, *r,r" ,r;; ;;;;; i i"i '- 'roo*n,salted and drierl  r  wcre lenouned ove! a *tu" ," 
""-rrni 

rJ""..r"on, ,"r,were engaged in the r ' i l l - ' t .ne guarry whrch produoed the f lnetstnrlr-stones 'n Brl tatn" (rne round rn'r. l -stones wele' cut from thebed roak at r 'ow t lder a f lat bottonedt 60at or oobl.e vias fosrt lonedover the atone at high t lde then the etone lashecr tc the boitonof the boa,c when i i  grounded at low t1de. , Ihe boat and Etonetrere then f ioateri  off  ar the next high t lcle. ?raeee of thequar r t  and par t l . y  cu t  ml11_s tonea a le  s t l11  to  be  seen) .
Ptlor to the late 19th oentury rrhen Auchmeatden Ctruroh was bui l t ,the parlsh Church at New Aberdour served the whole pr";; . 'parts fron an ancrent chape3. at ohapel u""-a";;;;"r';L;;; '"."rh=a-f*

:::r:l ":: l 
buiit tnto the ctd parish Ktrk at Aberdou! rrhielr (tategf  rom the l5tfr c*ntur;,  (  r : .ow ln L,u in$i .  One of thr,:  {} l ,r jestgra 'vestones ln Aber*our:  churehyar c l  s  to the memory of  on* sf  theBa. l rds  then la l r$s  o f  Aus lunedden (nent lcns6 in  a  loca l  p ro fhec ,y

understood to have treen by ?honas the Rhymen _ ,As lang as thr:reare eegi€s cn thr*  cnags sf  Fenr ian ther .e r r l l1  r ie  Balrds ln thelands of  Auchrnedd en) - -a ' t l le l  r  lyen Andw BarrJ who l lved lnAuchrnedcien at  th*  t { lh f  a.nd t iepair tec l  , ! l+5.} , .  1[he tsal3ds occurf  requent ly  ln  the  Far  l sh  $ess lon  F t , *o r r l s  bur  t i re  $ssoc la t ionappears to have terntnatecl  ln  lZ l+I  y /h*n.  v ; i l l lan Baird rchl f  $fth3 ' t  : lnc len t  : lame ps- r t i c ipa tea  i .n  the  r l s ing  and thus  ocsae lsned
h l i : i  a r : r - j  l r i s  desce*dants  the  r -oss  o f  ihe  fami ly  es ta tesr .
l ieed lessr /

be
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rve long s ince departed f ron thecrags of  Pennan'  The foundat ions of  the o ld man' lon nor*uof .A:reh:uedd en were st i u. to be seen a ru* y*;;; ;;" nea.F rhefarm of bla lns of Auchmed d en. 
-

In  l8 j1  L t  l s  resCI rded  r the
1a Bever.e ly  f  e l t  in ,  Auchmedden and
feared thar  l i r t te  can be d;" ;  by
lmprov tng t"hat pronerty r &

want of lnternal
un t i l  roads  a re

tU: tenaytry ia

.comnunl cat ion
rnade . l t  1s

the way of

.  i .  i

whyte, ldontcof f  er. House, Banf f  nho ,u,
wt th  the  a id  o f  h l  s  fae io r  A lexander  E .
At  th ls  ! f *e ny father  was employed as
estate and we oecupled the farmhouse of
e leven years of  Bg€e

was owned by Alexaadeg,
l t  as  a rspor t lng  es ta te
Brod le ,  $o l l c l tq r ,  Ban f f .

head ga&ekeeper on the
Yf e st lta lns " - I wag then

: .  
; 1 . . .

'd'F\
-i-' --l.\_{
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I  have chosen the rn id  I9 . ]C,  s  as  a  t ime fo '  th ls  $ tu-d ; r  fo . rrea r ions "  ?he  d i ' s t : ' I * t  v i as  s t l 1 r  ve ry  ac t l ye ,  nodern  , t r ; . n * i : on  
t ,no t  made  i t s  i n rpac t  w i th  the  r€Eu l tan t -d te rup t i on  s f  -  t he  pe r :na l r

I l fe '  T 'v '  v 'Jas un l ' :ncv tn  and fer ' , ,  ovmed rad losp the * f fec ts  c f  the
h5 Yuex? E 'ere  sb l l f  in  the fu ture  a-nd penhaps pr i . r r ra : , i1y  - '1 :s*aus*
f  i f  s t -hand kn 'owledge o f  the d i  s tn lc t  dur .  tng th l  s  pe i , , lod  a : id  h* , -  *ited to deperrd to any great ex._{:ent cn 1;., i{ j}. ierjked arcounts given invar iaus wr i t ing  in  nh lch r  ha 've found ms*y lnacsurae les .

,C!erqe_of "1L9a
In  add l t ion  to  n ry  knowledge o f  the  a l i ' t r rc t ,  ny  oho ice  o i ,  t l i .area r, 'a s inf luenceal by the faot that i t  wae palttalLy scleened f loaiexterlol inf luenoes by 1ts geographlcal location and whlsh alsoencou'aged the country eonnunlty to 100* lnvrarcrs to pennan as ri;ecentre.

F- e;ll_+ nJ li &_ass*:_-i_?i5 "
In 1935 there ,,rere 55 housee in Ferulan vi l lage of whlch trowere derelrc ' t  and usef  ag shedg or 6tore. .  ot t  a i "  , " . i i .oa".burrding

spaee had been utlLleed - the houees etandlng close to the bottosrr..ofthe  c r l f fe  x l th  the t .  gab le  ends  fac lng  thc  *ee .  A  nar row s t ree trarr the J.ength of the v11ias:e vrl  bir a f  erv sheds st?.nClng O.rr '"*"- irr"
etreet aad the sea-eal; -  a protective bulwark of.tree trunks andBtone abd l ine whleh served as a protection against 'he ravages ofthe sea in stor$y weathel '  I lowever at hlgh trdes durlng a nor.Lhesly

ll1-: 
t.t *: 

1oa 
unsoiniroll for the {avee to riash over the sea_watland daeh pebbles. aoross the street and agaln8t t fre frouses. lvoodenthutterB. we3'e kept handy to protect sea_faclng wlndows and sandbagsto prctect doors' The har bour'  was at the easi eird of the vl lr .agenear the ncuth.of t'e pero.an burn which y,,a e the vl.'lageh clrly watersupply.unl l l  a pLped supy,ly r, ,a s J.nstal. l .ed in L9f7. At the west end

t r ias  the Y i l l r jge  hs l ; '  b  3r l  *x*&r t r i ry  i ru t  purchased and erected b5, .Lhe
lnhe Lr i ianr s/
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i ' r 'Jtabltants about Lg?g whteir vrag ln r.egular urie for $oci.al ever:f ,s
ar :d entef  tatnnents"  rn the v l t lage vJere two general  rnerchant  e. r
and a Post  '$ f f  ise {  ror i th the only publ tc  te lephone} ,  a ca.r4penter  ,  s ;
a cobbler ts ;  and an inn.  iJnt i l  1932 t :n; -  inn i rad been or i*ec j  by a
Iooal rnarr - Qeorge Weet, - who at one t i$e ov.,ned the loeal balrery,
*as the local. coal_man and eerter antt ovned th.e vi l lage near6e"
f le wae knonn unti l  hrs death ae Geordre Baker. The r*n then pa'sed
into the hands of r lncoroersl ;  a fa$1ly fron outwlth the t i tst i- i .ct.
Tlr.e 33FhSI!er_ !!f L€riia4

rs 1935 inshore f lshing wae st i l r  plof i table - tr le }Ioray 
')

Ftrt'h had not then been dredgecl clean by the trawl and the seine-*et -
and 10 f lshlng boat,s were openatlng f lom tbe har.bour. The rnaJr:r i ty
of these were 2.man motor. boats wltb one 3_&an and a few slngle.
?he crews usuarly consistecr . f  orose rel"at ives, the boats being ovmed
by the  c rew.  rn  season.  the  c rews f i shed fo r  nackere ]  wh ich  were
traneported tq Frasevburgh Fish L. larket for sare, vhite f ish suoh aa
haddock, cocr ancr vrhlt lng vrhrcir viere sold r.ocal ly or were,cur.ec by
Fai-, .  ing and ' i r-Ji 'g, arid iubf.r i ,er a'r l  crabs fol sni i ; i r f  ield.

Pennan neit u,ere a16o to be fcurrd on.th9 herl lng d!. i f ter8
operating froia tr'raserburgh whlle it rvae rrot unconmon for a perrnarr maa
to be found ln the Yiest  coast  puf f  er  s  r  smar l  cargo ,vessels p ly lng
between the  ls lands  anc  the  m* . i .n land.  -o ther$  lvere  to  be  found on
oe€an gs i i ig carga si: ips t ' rhicir r?'a s i i r io;nri  as gr, ing n deep s€4 s,
I t  was qul te u$ua1 io spend a season at  t l :e  h*yr lng f  t * l : i . ; : ; ;  &
perhaps a year or teo sn the puf f  er s fol lowee by a spel. l  t  ci  eep sea r
wl th lnter ludes c;  lnshore f lsh lng f ron Fennan,  ,  ,

siio p E

sho:;

' h e
!

,{

A .salmon f  i  sn ing co b ls pperated f  rom pen:ran,  the
mairl being Ferrnan fte:1, but here the einreloyrneut r,t 'as of a
neture the serne orelv return lng year af ter  gear for  the
season.  ( . r ' *hruary ts  septembsr )  *

Over g}yi of the populat ion
f iehen people res ldent  ln  per : : r :an
corrs j .dereble l i l ter* inar . ry ing wi th
n el-at ed b the surne.,T e $ Watt u .t& e*t
rn 19i5/

crer f  in ,  the

nOre permanent

salmon net t ing

a t  th l .s  t lne  y ie re  the  o f f -spr lng  s f
for  { {enerai ;1sns.  T}rere haci  been
the rets?i , l , t ,  thai  near ly  a l l  w*re

enri Gr: t t  L:ei ng in pri l rn. irrence*
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In L935 28 famlles ln the vt l lage I ' rere so named but by L975 the
rnrmber had decl  i .ned to 10* ' ' Io  avotd confusion tee*names were ln
general use such as Jinnny Aleo, Jeannle fuur, Jearurle Annt e $andy, eto.
A l thoug i r  those o f  mar r iageab le  age mlght  go  ou ts lde  the  v l l lage  fo r
their partnerg - there via f ,  a strong tendency to narly into f ishlng
fami i ies  f  rons ne ighbour  ing v l1 lages end towns" The  ave rage  ma le

oould be deacrlbed as under average height, dalk haltcd and coiaplexione
end  0 f  s toc i r y  bu i l d . The vbCImen -  as  f resh ccnp lex l$ned,  1- /e1: ! . .  bu i l t

and general l"y of pleasing appearanoe. .A,11 spoke the Buchen dlaLect
bu t  v i th  a  d io t inc t i ve  accent  kno$n as  a  r f i sher  twangt .

The coinrnun! i ,y vas cloee-knlt,  deeply rel lgious but, st, i1l
harbourerl  stt 'ong euperst l t lons often found ln suoh cornmunlt les \,yho se
I tv l lhocd ls  to  be  g ieaned f rom the  sea!  e .g .  the  vords  rsa lmont ,
r rabb l t  t , tn in is te r I  and rk i rk t  were  taboo anc l  l re re  rep laced by
ts l l ve r  f l sh t ,  rha i ry  beas t t ,  ' nan  ln  the  b lack  coa t r  and  r ihe

irouse ori  ihe hl l i  I  r  whi le one nust : :ot vhlst le a tune .r, ,hl le at sea
ln case this ralsed a gale. Dlehones-r,y vias almost unknof,n ln the
v t l lage  and I  doubt  l f  any  door  was locked a t  n igh i .

f te . ln rshand -  rc l fe  re la t lonsh ip  cou ld  be  te rned very  c loee
and was a. 

' true 
par tnershlp. Vintf e 1t was the wonant s Job to fetch

the whlte f lsh from the boat on ianci lng, tc clean and cure the f lsh -

by smoke or'by salt lng and drytng j  l t ,  was not 
-thought 

adlss for the
nan to  share  in  i j i ese  taaks .  L ikev ise  ln  ba l t lng  the  L ines  -

general ly the tasd of the uonan, the nan vrould usually lend a hani l  tn
addlt lon to f  etchlr ig the batt.  I loweve! sel l tng 'r ,he f lsh direct to
the customer uag the u, l f  ets province - but s entt lng the f leh to the
marke t  y {a ,$  the  man . tg . "

As I have sa id Lhe Peiinan r:at i"tr"e we B deel:ly r el lgg i:ous - but

he was t : lu ld  K i rk , r  and un l ike .  r le igr : ! . :o ; r  lng  f  i s l ' r ing  v l l lages the

re l i g ious  sec ts  o f  P l y ' nou th  t s r ,e th rcne  C lo : ;e  E re th ren ,  c t c .  had

by*passeiJ Fei inan. $undatr ria s the L$ r d t s Day and wa s str i . ctly

obse rved "  l t a  boa t  pu t  t o  $ea  un t i l  a f t e r , ; c i d r i f gh t  t ha t  day .

l {er ren* the*1ess the Pennan inan was no pur  l tan K i11*  joy*  He en joyed
Ll fe  s -nd * . l though } : i -s  u leasures mlh: :h" i l  *e  s i ieered a t  by  the modern

r ea d erlt
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.  reacier - there r f lnd much to applaucl.  Dl,tnk ln moderation Yms not
frovined on - but drlnking ln excess was ancr there $as l l t t l . - '  on no' 
drunkenaese ln the vlr lage. , Ihe pennen man cl ld not bel i€)ve rn

rpropping up the bar t of the local lnn for et,enlngs on encl b:.;_ t, ('l: ct not
hee l ta te  to  ca l l  ln  fo r  a  bo t t le  o f  beer  i f  he  uae th t rs ty .  A t iou t
four housee had a radlo whlch v.ra s stt1l in l ts lnfarrcy and electr loity
rea s not tnstal ied untl l  after the 19i9-l+5 v,ar. rr. lhfet,  dotnlnoes and

, fraughts f,ere popular and whiet dr.rvee hel.d in t ,he harl or sorrr>sr wexc
well  attended. Of ccurse there i , ;a s eIvleys i  rgood newsr wlth
nalghbours vrhen everything fror0 ftshing ta the byegone days to , .  ,r- \
nddern  por l t i cs  vere  d iscuseed o f i$u  wr th  a  p ro fund i ty  wh lch  *ourd  

' !

,have a  s tound er l  the  po l l t io lans

There 1s no dpace 
' for 

gart lens .rn .pennan..but the acJacent hi1l-
slde,knoirn.as the l laven Lea was inarked off ln plots foi , i tr t  ct the
ocguo iers  pa id  the  la l rd  a  ena l l  ren ta l .  There  .po .ea toes ,  vegetab les
arld fruit ,  were grown to supplenent the potatoes ,rrA Odfoy p"o*""
bought  f rom the losa l  fa rm€Fso Even in  h is  garden ing  the  sea took
!!ef elenee ove:' tr:e l-a.nd - the peruran narr pyef er !.ng sea-weed a.s
lnanure as agalns'U farnyaid nanurc. Focd uas appreclated and the
Fennan rnan ate siuply but wel]. i  sia food - fresh dr cored formed
a, substat lar pant of his dlei (vhet better thau bolred ialted l ierr lng
* td  po ta toes  in  the l r  jac l ie tu t  ) . bleat lvas suppl l ed by butcher s
fron nei.ghbou! ing vl l iages who cal l ,  er i  in vans. f-}

One rnan I nuet nrentlon, dld not f  ! . t  lnto the ge:reiel F.rt tetn.
. Ee was the loca1 poetmastel 1 who, a-rtr.ougli of the surlraue lVatt 

" 
-wae

a Jack-oe-31 l - t t rades . In hl  s i  i ,me he vra s da l  ny f  ar,rn€r r  beekeep€r p
cobblcr  I  and shepi rerd  ru ,nn lng a .  sna l l  f  loe  ^ ,  o f  pure  sheep s  ln
add i t  ion to osning a f  t  sh ing boat . Although not outsta.ndi.ngly
succe$sfur at any of hls ?enture$, never-the-ress when the feue of the
v l r rage came on the  marke t  in  r9 l7  he  punchaeed the  v t l lage  and beeane
the lccar Lalrd - a posit lon nov held by hls sdn vho tn l9i5 r,ras the
only pe! 'son fron Pennan at Unll ,crsity.
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The In land 1 , , rea.

The area lnrand of perrnan whroh r rrear with, forned part of
the Auchnrerrden Estate and ras the rcatchment arear for Auchmedden

, schooL whlch stood near the chur,oh at the Junotion of the road fron
Per.r:ran wlth the Banff - FnaserL:urgh coast road. Of the 11 f  arm s
ln the arear 4 sere olyned by the ooouplere (J by menbers o. i  the
same fau i l y ) ,  J  were  Leased as  ou t - fa . rns  by  looa l  fa rners ,  p  vere
leased by tenant far!re!. 's, and 2 yre! 'e r.eased es out-falns by farmers
l i v lng ou iwl . th  the Brcsr Al l  ihe dv;e13. lng-houses were ccsu"pled by
persona vrorking cn the laadl, as were the two cotta! houses.
The r ira jor l iy of the r 'arge!.s emproyed loaar Eingre nen who regided :.n
bothles or rchaumerst on the farn. ferme of enproynent uaa by the
6 nonth perlori andr there wag a constant . changlng pf personner at the
tvo dates uben i;he enploynent contraot explred _ Agth tilay andl 28th
Novenber - the yfhlteunday ano l lar i lnue Terms. The narrled men were
enpLoyed by the year ancr only changed at the rday tern - but generalry
they rsere l  ess lneL!.rred, on accor:n.t of their fanl lLes, r.o sr.,a.y ar_. one
farn less lJ"an' i2 ncnths. The farn vrorkel r s .sontract strpurated a
r feer  per  5  :nonths  per lod  in  respec t  o f  a  s lng le  nan -  in  19 j5
varylng fron !6 rn 'e-peet of a boy of th years to apploxi:n ateLy g26
fo !  a  nca ture  fo renan horsenan.  r t  was  oonardered a  d isgrace to
tsubt palt  of ihe tf :eer f iur lng ihe teFn - so the l iorke! waa aff luenr
tv lee  pe l  ; rear .  rn  ad i t l+ , lon  to  h is  fee ,  t ! :e  ,oar r iear  nan had perqr ly . i ,
ln the 

-fo 
rnr of f l rerood, peat, oatneai, potatoes anct nl lk v,. i .0h a free

house and gafden. Houns were long -  usuar ly  6 Ler ln to 6 prr r r .  wl th
g break of crre hour for Lunoh. fhe horseman was expected to
brealrfaet his horses before he had hla own and to rsupper I  t tren
aboui 8 - 9 p.n. beiore sett l ing then down for the n!.ght.
fhe golntEr i 'amiiy

rn  !935 the  e f fec is  o f  the  lgzg- j2  s iunp uere  s t l i l .  re f lee te{ j
ln  agr ' l cu l tu re  -  p rod ' l ce  p r tces  were  J .ov  and nos t  fa r raers  were  fa r
fron aff luerrt -  I  staie of affa!.rs whioh contlnuecl un€l l  the war.
As a result ' r ,here uas no exiraine class stratun, the farmer 

" ' ,orkedr;Lth,/
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wlth hls enoloyees and there wes elose Eff intty wtth then. J{nown
by th.e enpLoyeee as the lmanrrle |  ,  the falner st l l I  .  herd the power of
the  enp loyer  and espec la l l y  ln  the  case o f  the  rand loud fa rmer ,  h is
l lvlng standard was conside'abry hlgher than that of the ernployee.
The farner rs famrly could afforir  new clothes but generarly the
enployeets had to be satisfredt wlth second-hand or rhanded dor,r l l r .
The tenant farrner'  rryae r. l t t le better off  than the rcottar r and as
his was the emarler acreage and the pooler r.and, he h*d a oon.Llnuou'
struggle to nake ends neet. Food was plain but plenti f i r l  bei:rg baeec-
on potatoesr oatrneai. and ni lk supprerneated ir j . '  rabblts whlch were
prentl ful,  fresh f lsh in the sunme! and "sar.tet!  frsh tn the nrinier..  . .- \
ueat .was for. sundayo onry and the reft-overa were used as a basls . j

for soup or retovlesr during the vreek. ,r :Ent erta inroent |ras alnost
non-exlstent. Farnrl les though,t } l t t le of varkrng up to three niree
ln each dlrect lon to attend the lnfrequent events ln penaan, vrhi le
the ur,xoarrled youths cycled 12 ni les io Fraserburgh on satur"day evenlnl;
to at iend the clnen'a or hate d few beers.'  

lhe only cars ln the distr ict were o y.Tle(r by two of the landlolat
fa rners  and i ; i re  poor  bus  serv ices  d i r i  i l t tLe  tc  encourage fo rages
into the surlounding areas. lhe chlLdren r,.er e reared tc fol loy/

.thelr pareirtsr oocupatlo* and generarly di ir  so. rt  was assu'ed tbre
ufiJuld be an aceepted laot and they were neyer encouraged to look
beyond the l r  fag i r ; r  backgror rnd  and '  d rean o f  b ranehrng in to  a  r rade.^
or  to  iook  fo r  a  h ighe i  e tanoard  o i  l l y in .E .  J

The count ry  fan i ry  courd  a lso  be  te rmei l  c ro 'se  k ' i t .  Thc
conparlt ive lsolat ion of the dwerl ings neant that the wif e r. ,a c
d'ependant oh her husband 

ts 
and famrlyta conpany drur ing the evenrngs

but v,,as on her ov/n dur ing the Eorklng hour e. The f-armer t s l 'r i ,  fe t s
alut les, in addrtton to those cf the normal housewrfe, were concerned
wlth th"e dalry slde of the farn, e.g. nl lk, butt.er,,  eggs etc; but
the proceeds fron such sales went torrcards the fa$iry budget. Thoae
af  nar r lageab le  age tn  ihe  fa rmergr  fan i l t rs ,  tendea l  to  seek  the i . r
partners fron other farmlng famtl ies but the farm workers cast thel!
net wlder and frequently narr led out.arl th their communlty - glr ls fron
toysne or  v l l lages  and v ice  versa .
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was exceptlon to the rule - one La.ndlord farner who trad narricd a
Peruran gl.r '1 who although unquatl f ted, taught the prinary hari  of ihe
local  t l ' ro- teacher school , Wlth no fannJ iy ,  and the larges 'b  f 'a rm ln
ihe dlstr ict to vrhi ch had been adoed an out-farm, thls fanl ly enjoyrd
a Btandard of l iv ing far hlgher than the renai.ncler and owneai one of
the tqp motor ca-rs. Never-the-Less this \ . jas one of the uol io.oi. : iest
o f  the  hones.  th ie  eou ld  be  a t t r lbu teu  to  the  compa*a t ive  c f  f  iucn .c : ,
tbe lack of a faniry, and the wlfe being enployedl nraking her f  tnancia. l .
independa.nt  and ] iav ing l . r r tereste sutrv l th the farn. The hr"l.*band in
turn rcas not averae to seeklng other fenale conpany and arso ,Jrank
qui.te beavi ly. Although the other nen ln the dlstr ict rvere not
abs ta lnere ,  the i r  d r i r i k ing  was conf lned to  spec la l  oocas lons  end 1 t
was almost unknovm for any of therD to 

-be 
unfalthful to their , l ives.

fhese fan i l les  uere  c lose ly  kn i t ted ;  the  w l fe  and fanr i l y  shar ing
ln the v'crk and vorr les of the farnel.
Slguhesi s._

fn i ;he snal l  area under di.ecusslon, we have seen therc vr 'ere
,two dlst lnct ly separate communlt los. In.peD-nan the interest of
the lntrabltante lay ln the vl lrage end the sea but in the landwardl
area the lniabitants had l l t t le ! .ntereet ln elthe!. Howcve!'  tvo
routual lnteresis did brldge the gap - the church and the school..
lhe cirureh harl the lesser lnfluence anat tended to be pennan dcrnlnated.
The oountry folk yrere eertalnly less re1igi6.: j  and ferv ooul( l  bc
trbubied to attend church, preferr lng instead. a day of l .elsur,e as
onry th.e essentla r.  dutles were perfornear on sundlay. sini lar ' lLy
there vrae al,nost t00f a ct,endanc.e at Sunday School by the perinan
ohlldren but only lnfrequent attendance by the country- chlrdren. -
and had. the.Christnas treat not been organlsecl by the Ghrrr.oh,
attend-anoe at Sunday Sohool belng the necessary gual l f icat ion,
then I doubt l f  any of the country_ chiLdfen rvould have been seen
ther e.

I lorvever ln the school there wae close synthesle between the
two g: 'ou.ps of chi ldren" Although fani ly background came to
prorn lner:c e,/
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p lon lnence ln  6por t  and.games - .  rcount rynenr  v  r f  lgher r :  r  e to"o
general ly there was close fr lendshlp _a.rnongst tbe ohi l .dr.cn v:hi ch
often cont, irrued lnto aclolesence.. In the f lnal tno yr:arc of scltool
l l fe  1 .  e .  ' r2  -  1 [  yeare ,  cook tng .was taught  to  bo th  sexes  ao  a
conpureary subJect as a hlgh percentage of the pennan boye conmenced
enpl0yrnent a6 cooks on the herrlng dri f ters or on west coast puffe'a.
The hlghl lghts of the echoor year viere the scrrool co*cert an,i  r .he
annual plcnic. Very few pu""otu nlssed elther event r.rnC ,,  , ,- . . .
plcnlc the t ' 'o coir i i f ,rrnrt ies viere.brought closeiy togebher as par,:nts.

A few Pennan boys sought their f trst employnent on the ._r
land -  perhaps  rn f ruenoed by  t ,he l r .schoo l  l i fe ,  bu t  a lnos t  i r ,  , ra  )
oasee they were at sea .wlthin a few y".ou. Tt wae uncomnon for, a
country bay to be employed at  the f ish ing.  :

:  .  .  f f rus ,  ln  the school  € and to a less;r
there yvas ground common to both connunit les
a st rong tnf luence over both.

ext ent ln 
'the 

chu r c jt ,
and the ,f o rner exer .t; eA

Clrenses t'it:o].l.T,Lt:".i.I:t}e_:q:.g!g3g 
;

The 1950 t  s  saw the dee. l ine of  Pennan as a f  ish inr i  . . i l iage .
Trawlers '  and seine net ters had dredged Nhe ins i :c , re f  ishtn.g grout : r ls
Gauelng the men to seek enplcynent  ersewh€r€ , -  usual ly  or i  Larger
.f  i"ehi,ng b,r:ats sr ,r ln ea.rgo and pas$engerr 'shtps. 

. ;
1?he fc11cvr ing tab1e i1 tus i ra*ues t } iecLra r rgeS.

Iy9ryleg*g{-Ua1es- Emnl .*I1.r:uj_**-
Flshing fronn pennan"

Insho re  F i sh ing  f rom F rase rbu rgh .
Deep $ea -  Cargo and passenger4.

Agr i cu l t u re

O ihen  f  nades .

F emal e s*
F i . sh l ng  T rades .

O the r  I ' i u re i ng ,  Fac io r j . es  e t c .

, i315,' tk"

23"
3 '  

'

5 .
i 0 "

.  6 n
: '  ; ' .1 

.r s
I  U e

!333..
2,

?."
'  ' 1

.i. r

1 ' "
L J '

5.
9.
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i the  above Tab1e te l l s  l t s  own sad s to ry"  The on ly  j  nc res  se  i  s  in
o ther  t rddes .

A study of the number of boat s perrnaneiitly i1 ;,i-:iyi:.an ij 'ar bour
bears  ou t  the  dec l lne  in  f l . sh lng .

Fl.shlng Bo.ats
P leasure  Boats

t9*5
10

.)

1ZZ5
2

17

Tn L935 they.e r rere 55 habi tabl .e
oeeup leC  r y  f : ' 11 - t i : ne  res i de r : i ; s . I r r

{f l '  h*}1x*ble, cf these zg were occupled
I  l " , 'ere i r i  uge a,s hol idag homesn

rn 19J5 all the r l-1 houses tn the country dtstri.ct rver. e occupred
but ln 1975 thts nunber had declined to G. of the 12 farns in the
a!€Er - Ln J-935 5 rvere own"",r€6"l!F*B$l + were farmed as rout farne,
by farmels  resrdent  in  the d is t r lc t  and 2 were far .ned by farnere
res ! .dent  ou tv ; i . th  the  d is i r i c t " In L975 bire respectr i r rre nu:nbere lFi ,ere
1,  1  and  10 . This shows ihe mo\remrnt away frorn ihe ar?ea h t i re'  farna hav i : :g bciag bcught D;r fainerF resideri t  or i iwi r i i re a,rea a_I]d
u t1116ed as  Barg lna l  fa*s  vhere  ca t - r , le 'cou1d be  grazed i r r  the  open
and ou t - r /J r i te red ,  the  necessary  fodder  be lng  Srovm on the  ho in  e  fa rms
in  mole  fe r t r le  a reaa.  Ar1  bu  t ,  z  o t  the  fa rns  rn  thc  Tor  va i ley
were conblned wlth an expanse of noorLand to forn a.n oiren ca.tt .Le
f arlg* ".';hi cri: ca:i be l;er:.rlsil ^i.ly ?. f arm rvoiiie er s. The renatn lng  A fa r rns
nere adoed io an adJolng farn ln Banffshrre to becone one large unlt.
The neal nll l  f  el1 into drecay in the rate jc I s r.hi le thc r ena lnirrg
farmg have'alr bee* sord to rinconer'r. Not orre farrn ln ihe a.rea
l s  now cccup ied  by  the  same fami . ry  as  i t  was  r r r  Lg i l . The school
lvas  c losed i r i " the  €ar ly  50 ts  and the  ch i ldnen are  no lv  t ranspcr te r l
to New Aberdour ancj  Fnasert rurgh.

"  The fo l l&wing tabLe shor, ' , rs  the nurnber of  chl ldren reedtv i  ng
eouca i ion lnLgJs  anc tLgz5  -comb lnedarea .  .  i

l :ouses in Fenna:: ani ei i  ' , i i rr  e
L97 5 o irl y 45 hou s e s .F €r1]r:r j" :red
by fu.3"l*t lme resr j .c ' jei i tn ir : l r i . l -*

Univer  $ i l t f  l lducat  io r r
SecontJar l , '  i iduc at  ion
Fr ' lmary " i i r iuca L i .cr i

L935
I

50

1975
3
4
5

- r l + 12^
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The lnorease ln the number recetrv lng secondany and unlver  sLtycdt icat lon 1s s lnply a-  re l r lect iorr  of  the i ia t lon*.1-  t 'end.
The popurat lon of the tvro conlnlunti les by age 

'groups 
clearl .ydenonstrates the de; : iopulatron 

loobremG

T}TilTiiTJ A 1\]" r*ri*l**:. 
%L935o 1gTSr [g : i l .  i ; ,25.Over  5S years  o f  age.  jT  13 Z 615 to 6S g€&FEo s: 4T 3U 165 to  16 year$.  a j  T  zT _

Under  5  yea j . . ' .  JS  z  
" :  

:
, r  )  yg : . i : . f 1 .  l s  g

??ii re ^.e 6
bb EB 

'"]
- - - -  

4 a  ' , Y

A' f irst glance i t  could l :e assu.:ed thai the ,;"; ; ;
under 5 year.s in the country area is encouraglng. Hoytever whens.,,..,ll.1 rI' encouraglng. Eoyrever whenwe no'e that 'n 1935 0t tbe 22 adult na'ee l''ri.ng tn the countryatea' 21 wele engagecl ln agrlculture; bui 1n i l97i ot the 15 adurtnales on1.y 6 are so engaged; i t  ! .s.reaLlsed ., ,ha t,  but fol thehousing shortege and the lncreaelng ten(reocy of town.workers toobtaln a country hone oron which they con$ute to wrrkl the slt 'at r .or:uDul.d be vei.y nuch \.jo.r6e.

It  1975 the f lsbtng oomrnunt.ty of p ennan was gulckLy beeonlnga nlnori ty and I fear that ulthln two generatlcr ls l t .wl1l no longe!exlst as such. tbe country area ie no
It can no 1o'g.o ie carr"o a ccnnunlty." T":T;:l:";:t::.:il 

tn.rJ
ln]rllbltants ncw lle ou tviith the aree so oxre coultl say tha.t thelnhabltants of the country alea nolr have; rees ln comnon with thelnhabltants of pennan than was the caee Ln L935. However so nanyfaotors have contrrbuted to thrs state of affarrs that one cannotsay that the c-r 'oeu: 'e of the schoor. and the decl lne ln the t-" '*rr*"of the church were prinary factors yet thio cestainly hastenear thedeil tne of pennan as the centle of lnterest of the alea unclerexanlnat lon.
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tbe a.ule!-EevolqSiqn - peter Ambrose.
Weetn lgn -  James Ll t t le johno
Innlshkll laeg - Hugh Brady.
Thlrd Stattet t  cat Accoun! qf  Qcot lg{g (  I  feO;
Tbe .guegnf_s- $cqltend - Nigel Trantor

Fehan i- John B. Pratt," ,ej.,*>

ryg-9tr - ';illlilan Cramond*
b Var lous I  ssuee f  ron 18O0.

I  am also tndebted

who ft l led ln rnany

to AJ.exander Downl.e, ret lred f lsherman, pennarr
blanks fnom memory.
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