JOCK THE CAVE DWELLER
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A special tourist attraction on New Aberdour beach in
the early 1900’s was Edward Reid. He was an Irish man
who made his home in a cave which can only be reached
at low tide. The locals called him the “Aberdour Hermit"
or “ Jock The Caveman.” You can see the cave if you
turn left at the car park and go along in the direction of
Pennan. TN :

People in the area were kind to Jock. He walked about
the countryside with his bag visiting the farms where he
was always made welcome. In his bag he had a
collection of things like shells, stones and wood that he
had picked up on the beach after storms. These he
would exchange for butter, cheese and eggs. He would
also help on farms.

He had fresh water at hand from a spring which ran
down the side of the cave. The spring which is still there
today was probably the main reason jock picked the
cave. Jock grew some vegetables on a plot of land near
the cave. He collected mussels and whelks and mixed
them with the vegetables to make a tasty broth.

He took ill in 1922, he went to Maud hospital and died
there. He was buried in a pauper’s grave in Strichen
churchyard.
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Boyndlie Episcopalian school pic-

nic to New Aberdour beach was
one of the highlights in my life. ‘We
travelled by horse and cart, the

‘horse brass gleaming in the sun

after many rubbings. The carts
were brightly painted especially for
picnic day. At last all loaded up,
we set off, singing our hearts out.
Bella Pratt was the lady-in-
charge, and what she said hap-
pened, like it or not, she had an

-extremely loud voice and could be

clearly heard from one shore to
another. There was no escaping
Bella Pratt.

My parents said this was so

" because her father was almost stone

deaf. Bella and her father made a
sparse living making baskets from
the branches of the Sauchwan Tree.

Scones and milk were in order
for the children,but a large pot of
tea boiled all day on a fire on the
sands for the grown-ups, by
evening the concoction was jet
black and very few sampled,

The races were run in the momn-
ing, games were played and one or
two hardy ones fell in! Later we
were allowed to roam the beach.
Most of the girls paid Caveman
Jock a visit; his invitation to enter

his humble abode was always
accented

8 Pmendnfm )

ooilld he light ; fire. The position

of the inner cav1ty excluded most of

the elements. "

Caveman Jock visited our farm
so he was no stranger to me; he had
sold my mother coloured glass
balls, flotsam from the sea, this was
a novelty in the rural parts. It was
not the fact he was unsociable but
the tide pressed him homeward
more quickly than one would have

wished.
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4. _with sea water Thls was a little

luxury for the most senior who

~ were unable to panake on our days
- fun, but would enjoy _§oa.kmg their
feet before retiring tobed. *;

* . The horsemen did nm allow
chﬂdren on the carts until they

.~ reached the village of New

Aberdour with the. extra weight of
water and the steep hill they felt
their horses would tire easily.

A picnic was a great sight, all .
the villagers came to view.
Creepin’ Wullie made quite a sum
as nobody wished his handicap to
fall on them. His good manners
outshone his disability, his face a
wreath of smiles.

The songs were less v:gorously
sang and the feet on sunburnt bod-
ies trod wearily on; at_last we were
allowed on the cart to fall deep into

- slumber knowing we enjoyed our-

selves to the full and that was with-
out Bella Pratt commanding so.
These are memories from my
mother, Catherine Watt, writes
Fiona Clark. Many thank-you’s
“sent to Billy Simpson, Cliff View,
Rosehearty, for so kindly gifting
mum one of his treasured pho-
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