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The New Qown was, Gill wbout the middle of the sixteenth

century, let in small farms or crolts, the houses being builg
near to each other, There were then two laree honses erected,
vie of which was called the Jam. Tt isstill in good repair,
and iuhabited. The date of its evection, 1673, is inseribed
on a stone in the wall. The other was named Z%e Ladying-
Hfouse, being built as a residence for o Dowager Lady Pit-
sligo.  There is a stone above the entrance, with a sose
and Aeert, and the following inseription, % Nune Troia ubi
Seges.”  Under this inversion of the elassic line, 1760 is in-
seribed, obyionsly put in place of the originzl dats, which
and been eithe: worn eut or defaeed, When Lovd Pitsligo
granted a charter to the burgh, ha built a tolbooth, which is
still standing, although the inhabitants of the burgh have
by some means lost their right to it.  The hurgh and barony
were granted to Lord Pitsligo in 1681, and the town's
charter is dated 1st October 1081 5 it grants powers and
privilegos equal to any other burgh of barony in Scotland,
The seal is a 20se and keart, andl the motto, Corde et AN,
The links, or town’s common, belong to the feuars.*

Taking the road by the coast, westward, we come to
Lraco Park (Garden), a pretty cottage, with a good farm-
steading, picturesquely placed on o knoll overlooking the
sea.  Aliout two miles from Roschearty we come upon the
Cave of Cowshaven, or, as it is ealled, Lord Pitslinos Cieve—
a place invested with consideralie interest. Tt is on the
farm of Ironlill, in the parish of Aberdour. The eave is
almost inaccessibile, being about midway down the face of
the rock. The enirance is narrow 5 after passing through
two smaller cavitics, wo eome to a large vaulted chamber,
with a spring of water issuing from a ereviee in the rock, and
falling into a cistern, cut dut Ly the hands of Lord Pitsligo,
who was frequently compelled to resort to this dreary place
of concealment ; and by employing himself in hewing ont
this little reservoir, relieved the tedium of the many long

* Seo Appendix, 00,
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174 CASTLE 0F BUNDARG.

lonrs he was obliged to spend in this cheerless reteeat. 1
is 2 remark made by his biograpler, that  the circumatas
ces which made such a spot a convenient shelter from the
storms of adyersity, doubticss awakened, in a mind peenfis
arly contemplative and devotional, feelings which would
briahten even its twilight durdeness 37 and that he found,
with the exeellent Tanond in his retreat from shinilar per-
coeation, it the © grots and caves lie as open to the ccles-
£l influences as the fairest and most beautiful templea”

About o mile westward of this eave are the seanty remains
of the Custle of Dundaig.®  This was one of the chicf strong-
holds of the Comyns, Bads of Buchan, previous to the time
of Dolicrt the Bruce.  Buchanan saentions tliat, in the early
ettt of the fonrtcenth century, the Castle of Dundarg was
garrisoned by Henry Eeaumont, who had married a daughter
of John Mowbray, to whose ancestors Edward I. of Fngland
lad given lands in Seotland.t From this we should infer
{hat Dundarg had at one time belonged to Mowbray, and
St Deswmone claimed ib in right of his wife. At a later
prviond, as we leara from the same authority, Andrew Moray,
the Recent, besicged Beamuont ia Dundarg, and compelled
him to surrender.f

We read in the View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, that the
eastle was afterwards possessed by the Cheynes of Iislemont.
About the beginning of the last cenbury it was purchased
by Lord Pitsligo. It is now the property of Captain Ding-

Cwall Fordyee of Brucklay.

Dundary is sitnated on a high peninsular rock. Vestiges
of a large cowrt and buildings may still be traced, but the
only part remaining ab all entire is a strong arched gateway
which had euarded the entranee.  Near the neek which joins
the rock to the mainland there is a triple diteh, and ram-
parts ol cansiderable extent.

Ttis seareely possible to view these mouldering remains of
ancient grandeur without some vague feelings of rogret. Tor
whatever time may have effeeted in the way of a general

* See Appendix, T + Ifist., lib. ix. enpn 1

+ Tuid., lit. ix. eap. 24.
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Ltenation of manners, and in extending the In-;u-['lts of
addiation over a Jarge mass of Inuman misery, there was
vt rde magnificence in these old fewdal systems, avhich,
"1 this distance ab least, we cannot but love to look upon,
We can ey these lordly clicltains, with their ample fol-
fowings, their staiwart frames, their indomitable bravery
their rude cloquence, their martial law, and their ¢l li\':llrou;
faith ; and althongh there might be wrong, and rohbery, and
viclenee, on the reverse of the pieture, we are not at all,surc
that, with our shaven chins and smooth manners, we have
not lost as much in vigour as we have gained in virtue.
About anile westward from Dundarg, we come in sight of
the old kivk of Aberdour, standing on the brink of a wild and
romantic gorge studded here and there with a few cottages
and topped Dy the manse and some farm-steadings. 'EI,.‘]u;
church is a ruin, and stands on a sort of ledge or table-land
on the north-western acelivity of the Lill, and within a hun-
dred and fifty yards of the shore of the Moray Firth. A
deep glen or ravine skirts the churehyard on the west. The
Daur, or Dowry* a small elear stream, sweeps down the glen
in which there is 2 mill and cottages, prettily situated on,
ledgoes of the precipitous bank. Tt was in the month of July
that we visited the place, and the sides of the ravine wae
then clothed with the richest verdure, sweetbricr and
other flowering shiubs elimbing the rocky braes, while a
colony of bechives nestled snugly in the sides of the gler,
The straam is spanned by a rude wooden bridse for T‘oui‘.—
passengers ; huge rugeeil rocks of red sandstone rise abruptly
fl"om the pebbled beach ; while the elear blie sea fills up the
distance in this lovely picture. In'the face of the rock tuui
ut-_a distance of less than a handred yards west fmn: the
'11‘umt whiere the Dour falls into the sea, is a celelrated Well.
_Hm water issues from a ereviee of the rock, and is collected
in Bl'llzl.ll basin below.  This well has two names and two
?:?ﬁ::;?;:g‘ é)}:}staﬂ::'s .IVeH, and Mess Jolw's Well. Ina
e Parish of Aberdour, by Auchmedden,

' ‘Si;:ui.{\'ing the Otter ; Aber, the mouth ; Abordaur, the Mouth
o the Otaer Burn,



176 MESS JONN'S WELL, &1 DURSTAN.

AD. 1724, % we have the following: “ Near the w
bank there is a fine spring below the chureh, ealled -
Durstan’s Well, from a bishop of that nune who lived there.
abouts in the times of popery ; and the well is still reckoned
gacred by the countrey people.” In the IVew Statistical de-
count of the parish, by the late Rev. George Gardiner, the
other history of the well is thus rccorded: “ There arw
mincral springs in almost every corner of the parish, but one
1nore remarkable, and more frequented than the rest, catled
Mess Jola's Well, issues from a rock about two hundred
yards west of the burn of Aberdour. 16 is a strong chaly-
beate, and famed for its medicinal qualitics. A small basin
in the shape of a cup, for the reception of the water, which
triekles down the rock, is said to have been cut by a John
1 hite, 1aivd of Ardlawhill, ab the timo that Preshytery and
Preluey contended for the mastery.  Neither of the parties,
during the heat of the contest, had regular worship ab the
parish clrch, but John attended cvery Sunday, prayed,
sung, and read a chapter from the preeentor’s desk, then
prayed again, and coneluded the service by singing another
psalm.  Chis he continued to do till presbyterianisn was
fairly established, and hence he was designated Mess Joln
by the people, and bis well, ess Jolaw's Well” +

The chureh, now in ruins, is one of the oldest in the
north of Scotland,  “ Aberdaur church is dedicated to Saint
Durstan. He was of the royal blood of Scotland ; and being
addicted to religion from his childheod, was sent over to be
bred under St Colm in Ircland, quhare he became Abbob of
Dalguliongle ; but, leaving that country, he became a hermit,
and returning home, he built the church of Glenesk. His
Dbones were kept in a stone chest at Aberdaur, where they
were conceived to work several cures.”}.

The west gable of the church is still stand’ug, in which
there is o cireular-headed window.  Greab part of the north,

* Qoo Macfudane's MS. Geographical Colloctions.

4 Soe Appendix, QQ.
1 See Aberdeen Dreviary. Tis feast was kept on tho 14th of e
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ated asmall pavt of the gouth wall remain, A sonth aisle is
Al entive, bt the roof s fast falling into deeay.  In the
vast wall there had been a narrow window, but whether
cireular-headed, pointed, or otherwise, it is diflieult to say.
The font, which is octagonal, and in a tolerably goud state
u.f prcfscr\'at_ion, lics ab the west end of the chureh, outside,
The dimensions of the building, externally, hiad heen about
G0 feet by 21, The manse is close by, The new parish
churcl is built about a mile distant from the old, at the top
of the hill, and near the village of New Aberdowr.

Crossing the Daur, we find ourselves on the estate of il aeck-
wfccfden, where the district ab onee assumes a wild and almost
highland aspeet. The voad is alraptlysteep till we attain the
clevation of two or three Inmndred fect above the level of the
sea.  The grownd is unequal, and varied with wide patehes
of heather.  Pursuing our path along this lofty ridge for
nearly amile, we begin to deseend towards the Dens aj';l weh-
medden, rich in botanieal treasures, and a few years ago
the frequent resort of scientific and medical men from the
neighbouring towns.

Ditjossie is on this estate, about a mile west of the old
Church. This is a stupendous natural areh, themght by some
persons to rival the Bullers of Buchan—an opinion, however,
to which we beg to demur.  Not far distant {rom this, in the
De.t; of Dardar, there is a fine caseadeof three suceessive falls,
which emptiesitsell immediately helow into the Movay Firth.
« 1‘-[cro the ,f,:wlngist. will find abundant material for vesearch.

The rocks,” says the late ITugh Miller,  which bound the
BI]O!‘(‘, are hig‘illy inferesting, of stupendous height, and
varous formation. The sandstone is accounted of the oldest
Ecct)n.d.ll'y formation,”and is destitute of all traces of oraanic
rcnmfus." There are also slate and outlying blocks or houlders
of primary trap And granite ; and it is the expressed opinion
f:l' geologists, that it the dens or deep ravines which 1un
inland from the coast in this vieinity were carcfully investi-
gated, many fucts interesting to the naturalist might be
brought Lo light. 4

But to return to the road. Pursuing our route for about
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178 AUCHMEDDES,  GLERQUIMHLE,
amile and a hall, we strike into path on the right, w)..;
Teads to the summit of the Hed Head of Pernen. 1ire, o
looking back, wo survey the long Tine of indented cousl,
sbretehing to Kinnaivd’s Iead, and thenee, in the extrene
distance, to Rattray-Tlead, Looking westward, the prospect
is equally extensive. ‘Ihe pretly ereck or bay of Pennan
lies almost heneath our fect—the only indication of the snuy
little village being the wreaths of smoko rising from the
chimneys. Troup-Head and Gamrie-i Lead, or, accoding to
its local appellation, Mhor-Head, fill the picture on the oppo-
site side of the buy. Deyond that, a headland near the
Boyn ; and farther still, and a little to the left, rises the
Bin-hill of Cullen ; and lastly, in the extreme distance, the
fading outlines of the Caithness hills, Such is the scenc
that here presents itself.

The path from henee by the Pennan Farm down to the
village is carried alonyg the sloping side of the hill, with a
ravine on the left, little terraced gurdens or potato-plots
overbanging the road on the right.  On ihe opperite side of
this glen stood the ancient Castle or Place of the Dainds of
Auchmedden, not a vestige of which, beyond a few seattered
stones of the foundations, is now to be seen. The field, at
the lower end of which stood the Castle, is still ealled “The
Gireen,” and lies between the Mains of A uchmedden and the
ruin, Part of the Castle remained, and was used as granary
within the memory of man, A portion of the garden wall,
on the near side of the ravine, is still in existence. Tho
Castls was about a quarter of a mile from the seq, to which
it Jay open on the north-west, but was sheltered on the north-
cast by Pennan-Head.  Mains of Auchmedden is ¢ little Le-
yond the tenth milestone from Fraserburgh.

A Tittle below the site of the Cuastle, the ravine is met,
nearly af right angles, by another, (/lenquithle, * of a still
wilder and more romantic character,

* Tho socond titlo of the Comyns, Earls of Buchan, was formerly
Glenduachie, from an wuciont thanedons of that namo Delongsing totiz
family. TIn the View of the Divcese it is stated that Clenquithle v
formerly cailed Glenduachie, and gave the title; but Glenguithle
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Sob Lar from e deboneliment, of Clengui i i
ol Lo ©oddenguithle into iy
';”\. e, is (;:hh s N rmﬁ,::.\l':llvri':lll of Lhivty fiof perpemdienlar
\ ».--.m,-ur. To the west lies the very neat and cleanly villetgpe
o Deiran, slretehing ilong the margin of the seq 'u.nl.
under the shadow of rugeed cliffs, which rise abraptly “lll[)\’(}
““"1 h_uusm to I.]hc height of two hundved feet, A 6 hish tides,
i particnlar poings of the wind, the 08 ar %
bR 1, the houses ae ocea-
Westward of Qlenqui i Y
| nquithle is ghe Chapel Den, whie
TS g I ; & iH]
}H, s.t;all to Fon!llp:n't of the Zor of Droup, heing f,l'lr‘ |-n|‘r'nu:r:‘Y
rou the sea-side, to the Wild basin into whiei the O
- - X ; l‘ : o
favines of the Tor degeend, T
i l.[u;'c are the ruins of another old chapel on o haugh :l})]:o;
EI tI It 16 Tor. A short time ago, the only remains of the
L,-l-” (]mg were a heap of stones, which had been Leld saered
”J the hushanding, on the spot. Duf ag recently ns 1855
t_u a.c were made to give Way to the utilitarian jdeas of the
Il;)ff_"q_'g'm’ and stones,: ang the memories of the past, all
al literated Ly the levelling operations of the plongh ' If
‘“L‘ ( l]!lllll only ]JL'[-II-II!'I\' ourselves that these fading memorials
;;::;'11 1![.. (IJJnIy remaining types of ALes oW past gone
¢ lorbearance in the worlk of destrueti surcly
et ] destruction woul( surely
o s A =
> J‘.'Ih‘c Lor* ?f Lroup is one of the most noteq Dlaces in
-I’lm-fl‘ln-' .It s a ruggfed mass of brolen hills, formine o
-‘I tis (ir nf remarkably wild elens, rich to extiberanee in ]:l::'nts
'll‘l-u Il OWers—a very marden of delights to the botanist,
Wzled brashwood and magnificent trees are the alter-
:;ll}lug features, the former Witl its underwood twisted into
lu, Most grotesque and unimaginable forms, This group of
Hone N 3 i
:“un;]. forms n[tpgc[hcr A seene of inconeeivala heauty, well
: ;ll x;,.r Ft:f.' a pilgrimage, 10 Iroprictor, Guaiden .C':nnp—
iy ol Troun ang Glenlyeon, har 5 cottage residence here,

g ‘Ir: II:..::::"J"";“IH recogmised under this nime.  Thevo isa /M
Wl [’ml..::l (-] : I!-‘hc south, t.:l'{lﬁx(:l] by tho ol roml firom Now
3 i 1.1, W !u.,h miy puml!n]y bo the Glen- i), t-dchy. Sveond

oy oo tiof priven Gill aboyt tho sixteonth century.,

“y or Thor, in Celtie, o mountain-top, or eljfy
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180 lll:ODIl’.‘:i CAIMNSG.  EAGLES OF TRESAS,

preferring this charming retreat to the tame amed bl
situation of 7% oup Jowse, which is situated about a il
westward from Pennan, and not far from thesen,  The Tor
of Troup is kirted on the cast by the moors of Aberdour
and Anchmedden, through which passes the old road from
Tllon to Pennan. At its entry on the moors of Aberdour, at
the Gonar Burn, two miles north of New Pitsligo, the roal
passes the first of theso glens.

There are NUMETOWS CAIrNs and tumuli in the parish of
Aberdour, Three of these (of which there were prenably
four, originally), known as Trodic's Calrns, have & tradi-
tionary history attached to themn, and, as illustrative of
an ancient mode of triad by ordeal, <l m @ place in our
records, 'The New Statistical Account states, that ©a farmner
of the name of Brodie srdered his mother, whose Loy
was brought to the gate of the churehvard of Aberdous, and
every individual in the parish called upon to apply his hand
to the naked corpse, under the superstitious bulicl that the
blood would gush npon the murderer, It was observed
that, during the time that this was going on, her son care-
fully kept ab a distance, and ghowed greab reluctance to
approach the body ; and that, when recourse was ahout to be
T to compulsion, he conft wsed the murder. The tradition
further states that the mu pilerer wag drawn and quartered,
and that his four limbs were Duried on the sides of the four
roads leading to the chuveh of Aberdour.”

Tetracing our steps as far as the village of Pennan, and
loolking back to the Red-TTead immediately east ol i, weare
enahled to form some idea of the magnificent front of this
bold headland, rising to a perpel (dicular height of some three
Tundved feet. The roek is of that species known as predding-

stone, or congtomerate, and has been quarried from i
immemorial for millstones, vast quantitics of which have
been suppliced from it.

T these crags was the eyrie of tho Fagles of Pennai.—:
true and faithful chroniclers of all that is remarked or I
markable in our good district of Buchan, we are Bouned

i

IV MER'S FROPITECY, 181
;;,I‘.‘II,I {I,f:“: ’l.rfulil i{)llﬂl'_\"bl'}il'.f respecting these birds, menlioned
. :l ; ;I:“.lu: :1]|t_t|.!:@'1t.y I\.-lvl:m the Lady Anne _l)l‘ljumnulul ns
vie af 1bs notabilitics, ¢ must again have recours
panzses of the New Statistieal A ca‘uu:::' \-“:'].I;\IE (l‘lll ‘-U’“l_"’"ll“l s
Lok e el . v W peresd there
th::irn ](I}::‘l;:ri agles that regularly nestled and h]mn«fht f:r:;
(_.--l.|i|;}. : 1? 1]n the rocks of Pennan; but, avcording to the
[,.(u-l;hr-l;]‘d” Il 1 country, when the late Barl of )\Tll'ﬂl(‘ -lb
put rrl.“;‘..“ !‘]I‘l\; estate I tom the Bairds, the formoer ]Irn]:ﬁotn;sl
re Ll?n Il’il Eh.llllll}-‘ll’t}(l in fulfilment of a propheey I r"l‘h :
"./’“. lo {}, P iymer, theat _i’/(r,’rc should be an evgle in t 3 cr ”_0'
r-.-:i;url":,;‘:l(; T_ms « Buird in duchmedden. ~ But H;(; 1.111-'5{:
dii:iu. :i 'L‘I' 'uruurlmt::m:n, and what cortainly appears ine .
e N.,] " b w]u:u ]n_;rll o, ~ldest son of “'lui' i"ﬂar}l(-‘i-'
c«l.’r].l.;('(»‘.:.]-, JIn:n‘ru-:l Miss Christian Buivd of N(twllr\-'til ”f s
I]:lasg‘-d Ii:l:“ |£ul.,-ll to the rocks, and remained until the c’st'l:l(:
whu.“ o 0. u-"‘: Lands of the Honourable Willizun '(:.nr;l:m'
it (‘j"-i:ij'litl :-Im:, and have never sinee been seen in ”Il'.;
' . wese facts, marvellous as they m: i
'11'.(",1{‘-;:[-::11 by a cloud of living witnesses Gt (R R
0 ) 8.
i c(:ll-:-llt:':‘;i;l’]]m' .}.;I[},mcr i gc‘:nf‘.l'ally considered to have heen
D 1 his nl:.lctl!ﬂ.l‘ vaticinations, that we shonld hawll
s ;;1”1“3 '.||:Rtlt:u 1.f' we omitted the verifieation of ll:ili
i ‘}t l phecey, l!!&ij)i!l."l:t]!y as we have another stone to !rl’
8111," l.(,'t I_Alllhmr:ll::)' ctIJIil'.(‘.: Mr Gardiner, the writer on £I; s
“-"fl(.(t,l nf|‘ {,{In: :;\ e Stadistiend, fwvoured us (Nov, 5 1*%‘I!l':)’
e following wivd voer slate 8o ethodot
ity . slatement : “ Soon alter the 1
l\.sli.l‘::)ll‘.mlz_:lllll!]Jlllfllltﬁc{{ the lands of J\ut:innmIllullt](l:ﬂl:ltlg
231, cagle returned to the rocks. 13 is :
s b ‘ ocks,  Dut this, the me
ml:z[;uil.ﬁ)fj‘{_.‘lll-llli, cither ignorant of the ain_f,;tll.-u"hinlt(urm:-:‘?f
1-.“1,;[:."-:: 1([]; t[;I]u; return of these Tirds, or indillerent gl.'l ‘t.h:
il Lhe story, prosued from emag to g wikh £ih
Hil’]l.-;, till they cither killed or dislodged E’t 3 i
e amily i ,
--.--‘n‘;u?;l}lnﬁ;l?:g ;} (lef t.Iﬁ: Bl::ln'(ls of Auchmedden, it scems
i 0 from the thraldom of this leg ioving
tat the fortunes of 3 S oaone. ) Hallodiy
s of the family were, in s inevi n
s Ko , in some inevitable way
.:‘!;.t lt:rtlt\t l::lllﬂl{! presence of these eagles, they had mtd?l-’
otected, and regularly fod them, by placing a daily
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mipply of tood ona ledee of the neisshbourines vocks, Wieth
itowas the peme oe the ey ol the Baieds that w
Lonoured by the patronage of this kKingly denizen of the era s,
it is not casy to decide ; but we are led to believe that the
present proprictors of that name are not indiflerent to the
apparent predilection of this singuiar protector.

Taking advantago of low tide, anil leaving Pennan by the
shore, wesbward, we come to a path which requives the safe
conduet of a cuide, winding along a wilderness of vough
boulders of vock. The road here is no bad representation of
Swift's imaginary infntine jouwrney to © London townie
for sometimes we have to ascend to someheight, thea suddenl s
we are buried among the huge boulders ; again we have to
spring from mass to mass, coming oceasionally on the sharp
angle of the parent rocl, along the face of which, on a ledge
of nob more than filteen inches wide—au sort of mininture
vepresentation of the celebrated © Mauvais Pas” of the Swiss
Alps—avo have for some little distanee to make onr way as
best we ean. This bit of “ sharp practice™ accomplished,
we skirb asmall hay, and, passing under a magnificent natural
archway in the rock, we find ourselves in a level open avea,
eradually eonfracting into a ravine.  On a bold Dlufly near
the mouth of this govze, stands Lenneen Lodyge, and down
Lelow, the Nether Jillof Pennan,  Farther upis the Tor of
Troup, already mentioned,  This glen is threaded by an
insiznificant stream, which takes its rise several miles into
the interior, and forms the boundary between the pavishes of
Aberdour and Giamrie, and also between the shives of Aber-
deen and Banfl.

We are now aeross the stream, and in the parish of Gamrie,
and county of Banll. Ilere the road for some distance follows
a considerable acelivity. At about half a mile from the glen,
on the right, we pass Zroup Louse* (Garden Camphell,

* “Troup, belonging anciently to the Troups of that Ik {1 s
branch of whom 'tis aid Van Trowp, the Duteh adwival, wos o
seended. )" — Vian of the Divcese of Aberdeen, p. 488, In tie D o
istory of Scots A ffvivs, vol. il p. 48, it i said that ©* Mavoin 1
son Trumpe, the Admiall of Hollande, was the sonne of o -

i
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It is a laree, heavy-lookine buildines, and has been unocen-
privad by the Sanily for many years, At a litle distanee rom
thig, the old road from Fraserburgh to Bl which we left
near Pennan-head, is regained,  The fuctors Lowse stands
here on the brow of the hill ; and between it and the sea lies
Novthjield, formerly the scat of Keith of Northfield, now the
property of Garden of Troup, e present honse is erectd
on the site of the former mansion, part of the old walls haviage
heen left standing, on which the new ones are built up, 'J'h:r“
Manor-house had heen a structure of no particalar note, '

Beyond this point the road continnes through extensive

and highly eultivated fields, till we reach the Jot-Ton n of

;]f{r(ff!r'frm, a village or hamlet, the honses of vwhich are all
built of mixed elay and straw—a species of material in
general use in these parts a centn vy ago, bt now rarely scen.
At :t’shurt distance westward of the village, we nenin leave
the main road ; and, turning off to the J'i;,:fht, :murlu.-r three
quarters of a mile brings us to Bracoden, a deep narrow glen
coursed by a strenm, said in places to be unfathomable. h\\".:
must remenber, however, that in the  hill countrics” these
fabulous depths frequently oceur. :
_ Skn'h_np: the hill to the westward of {his alen for somo
ll'[-t-lu distanee, we  deseend by a winding l'p:ltl: to the
\'11‘1:1;.;0 of Gardenston or Ginrie, which, I?ku Pemnan, iy
h}nll; on the margin of the Moray Iivth, at the hase of as‘-t':'vi;
hill.  The road, following its turnings and windings lown
the face of the brae, cannot he far short of o mile, tlTv direet
dl'R(:E‘.IIt probably not exeecding a sixth of the distinee In
making our way to it, we descend from terrace o tu;r‘-u'o
ard look down, os it were, into the very ehinmeys of II:.:
houses Deiow.  The situation is sing‘nl:\'r]v striking,  The
hl_lllsn:s are perfeet eyries, built on ledges, and in timrl“cuvsm's
:li the clif, T]|'n lower and older part of the village is close
'.lh.m ““‘i sea. The harbour was crowded with boats, and two
;.u..;ll sailing cmf'.l‘ were receiving their careo of fish. M
<t the loose sailor-jacket, red woollen nighteap, and hnve

_‘ .'fl-_rm Hevper, horme ut Pecterheadn in Buelaine,” Tho ton
s Ao ave said to be deseen o feom the Gt of Banichs 4o,

sl
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place. He also entered info an agreement with them
to furnish them with boats, on e condition that he
should receive a fifth part of ;* ¥the fish they canght.
To carry out this arrangement, %ﬂ* axman was appointed,
whose office it was to provide e/ jry six men with a boat,
to be renewed, if necessary, @ery five years; and, in
veturn, to receive the fifth patt of the fish. A honse,
called the Stone House, was crected on the west side of
the harbour, for the enring of the proprietor’s shave of the
fish. This agreement lasted for many years. Another
arrangement, by mutnal consent of parties, was then
entered into.! The fishermen now provide their own
boats, and pay one pound cach for house-rent ; or, if
they prefer building houses for themselves, a lease of
ninety-nine years is granted them, and w certain sum per
fall charged as feu-rent. The greater number of the
white fishers of Rosehearty are fenars.

The New Town was, till about the middle of the six-
teenth century, let in small farms or crofts, the houscs
being built near to cach other. There were then two
large houses erected, one of which was called the Jum.
1t is still in good repair, and inhabited. The date of its
erection, 1573, is inscribed on a stone in the wall. The
other was named The Lodging-House, being built as a
vesidence for a Dowager Lady Pitsligo. There is a
«tone above the entrance with a rose and heart, and the
following inscription : * Nunc Troia ubi Seges.”  Under
this inversion of the classic line, 1760 is mscribed, ob-
viously put in place of the original date, which had been
either worn out or defaced. When Lord Pitsligo granted
4 charter to the burgh, he built a tolbooth, which is still
standing, although the inhabitauts of the burgh have by
some means lost their right toit. The burgh and barony
were granted to Lord Pitsligo in 1681, and the town’s
charter is dated 1st October 1684 ; it prants powers and
privileges equal to any other burgh of barony in Scot-
Jand. The seal is a rose and heart, and the motto, Corde

| MS. information kindly furnished by Mr. John Maleol, Fosc-
hearty.
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of manw. The links, or town’s common, belong to the
feuars.

Taking the road by the coast, westward, we pass
Braco Parl: (Gavrden), a pretty cottage, with a good
farm-steading, picturesquely placed on a knoll over-
looking the sea. About two miles from Rosehearty, we
come upon the Cuve of Cowshaven, or, as it is called,
Lord Pitsliyo’s Cave, o place invested with considerable
interest. 1t is on the farm of lronhill, in the parish of
Aberdour. The eave is alimost inaceessible, being about
midway down the face of the rock. The entrance is
narrow. After passing through two smaller cavities,
we come to a large vaulted chamber, with a spring of
water issuing from a erevice in the rock, and falling
into @ eistern, ent out by the hands of Lord Pitsligo,
who was frequently compelled to resort to this dreary
place of concealment, and, by employing himself in
hewing out this little rescrvoir, relieved the tedinm of
the many long hours he was obliged to spend in this
cheerless retreat. It is a remark made by his bio-
grvapher, that *“the circmmstances which made such a
spot a convenient shelter from the storms of adversity,
doubtless awalkened, in a mind peculiarly contemplative
and devotional, feelings which would brighten even its
twilight darkness;” and that he found, with the excel-
lent Hommond in his retreat from similar persecution,
that the *“grots and caves lic as open to the celestial
influences as the faivest and most beautiful temples.”

About a mile westward of this cave are the scanty
remains of the Custle of Dundarg.! This was one of the
chief strongholds of the Comyns, Barls of Buchan, pre-
vious to the time of Robert the Bruce. Buchanan men-
tious that, in the early part of the fourteenth century,
the Castle of Dundarg was garrisoned by Henry Deau-
mont, who had married a daughter of John Mowbray,
to whose ancestors ldward I of England had given
lands in Scotland? From this we should infer that

" Dundarg had at one time belonged to Mowbray, and

' See Appendix, QQ. 2 Ilist., lib. ix., cap. 16,
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that Beaumont claimed it in right of his wife. At
a later period, as we learn froan the same authority,
Andrew Moray, the Regent, be #ired Beaumont in Dun-
darg, and compelled him to s/ gfnder.!

We read, in the View of ¥ Diocese of Aberdeen, that
the castle was afterwards ygfsessed by the Cheynes of
Islemont.  Ahout the beg#ning of the last century it
was purchased by Lord Pitsligo. It is now the property
of William Dingwall Fordyce of Brucklaw, Esq., M.P.

Dundarg is situated on a high peninsular rock. Ves-
tiges of a large court and buildings may still be traced,
but the only part remaining at all entire is a strong
arched gateway which had gnarded the entrance. Near
the neck which joins the rock to the mainland there is
a triple ditch, and ramparts of considerable extent.

It is scarcely possible to view these mouldering re-
mains of ancient grandeur without some vague feclings
of regret.  For whatever time may have effected in the
way of a general amelioration of manners, and in extend-
mg the bencfits of civilisation over a large mass of
fnman misery, there was yet a rude magnilicence in
these old feudal systems, which, at this distance at least,
we cannot but love to look upon. We can fancy these
lordly chieftains, with their ample followings, their
stalwart frames, their indomitable bravery, their mde
eloquence, their martial law, and their chivalrous faith ;
and although there might be wrong, and robbery, and
violence, on the reverse of the pieture, we are not at all
sure that, with onr shaven chins and smooth manners,
we have not lost as much in vigour as we have gained
in virtue.

Westward from Dundarg, we shortly come in sight of
the Old Kirle of Aberdour, standing on the brink of a
wild and romantic gorge studded here and there with «
few cottages, and topped by the manse and some farm-
steadings. The church is a ruin, and stands on a sort of
ledge or table-land on the north-western acclivity of the
hill, and within a hundred and fifty yards of the shore

1 Hist., 1ib. ix., cap. 24,
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of the Moray Firth. A deep glen or ravine skirts the
churchyard on the west. The Daur, or Dour,' a small
clear stream, sweeps down the glen, in which there is
mill and cottages, prettily situated on ledges of the
precipitous bank. It was in the mounth of July that we
visited the place, and the sides of the ravine were then
clothed with the richest verdure, sweetbrier and other
Howering shrubs climbling the rocky bracs, while a
colony of beehives nestled snugly in the sides of the
glen. The stream is spanned by a rude wooden bridge for
foot-passengers. To the west of this brook, alon o the base
of the brae of Auchmedden, which here rises abruptly, a
small mill-lead may be traced, which conducted the water
to The Wawkmill of Auchmedden. Of this place we read
that, “On the night of the 8th March, 1784, at Wankmill
of Auchmedden, alarge piece of brac slipt down and over-
turned the house of Thomas Torry, dyer, and killed his
wife, one of his sons, and his servant maid.” Huge
rugeed rocks of red sandstone rise abruptly {rom the
pebbled beach ; while the clear blue sea fills up the
distance in this lovely picture. There are two noted
springs in this immediate neighbourhood— 8. Dros-
tand’s Well, and Mess Jolw's Well.  S. Drostane’s is
about o hundred and fifty yards along the beach, eus-
ward from the point where the Burn of Aberdour jolus
the sea. Tt is a copious spring of the purest water,
bubbling up from a vocky bottowm, at the mouth of
Durstane’s Glen ov Durstane’s Slack. Drostane was a
disciple and companion of S, Columba of Tona, and it
is made clear by the “ Book of Deir,” lately discovered,
that he brought the knowledge of Christ to the shores of
the Moray Firth, as early as the sixth century. Although
his name had long been venerated as the patron saint of
the pavish of Aberdour, it would not appear to have
been generally known that his ministrations were exer-
cised at so carly a date, nor that his visit to the place
was anterior to the acknowledgment of the Pope's

' Signifying the Otter; Aber, the mouth ; Aberdaur, the Mouth
of the Otter Burn.
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authority by the Scottish Churc):
the Pavish of Aberdour, by Aucly ;
have the following : “Near thg#ea-bank there is a fine
spring below the church, calle St. Durstan’s Well, from
a bishop of that name who lived thereabouts in the times
of popery; and the well is still reckoned sacred by the
countrey people.” In the New Statistical Account of the
parish, by the late Rev. George Gardiner, the history of
the other well is thus recorded: *There are mineral
springs in almost every corner of the parish, but one
more remarkable, and more frequented than the rest,
culled Mess Jola's Well, issues from a rock about two
hundred yards west of the burn of Aberdour. It is a
strong chalybeate, and famed for its medicinal qualitics.

w in o Deseriplion of
edden, an. 1724 we

A small basin in the shape of a cup, for the reception of -

the water, which trickles down the rock, is said to have
been eut by a Jokn White, laird of Ardlawhill, at the
time that Presbytery and Prelacy contended I.(:l'.UIl'
mustery. Neither o the partics, during the heat ol the
contest, had regular worship at the parish church, but
John attended every Sunday, prayed, sung, and read a
chapter from the precenfor’s desk, then prayed again,
and concluded the service by singing another p.:aa_lm.
Mhis he continued to do till presbyterianism was Lairly
established, and hence he was designated Mes& Jola by
the people, and his well, Mess Juhw's l?’{,'-u.”' )

The church, now in ruins, is one of the oldest in the
north of Scotland. ¢ Aberdanr church is dedicated to
Swint Durstan. He was of the royal blood of Scotland ;
and being dedicated to religion from his childhood, was
<ent over to be bred under St. Colm in Ireland, (uhare
he became Abbot of Dalquhongle ; but, leaving that
country, he became a hermit, and returning home, he
built the church of Glenesk. His bones were kept in a
stone chest at Aberdaur, where they were conceived to
work several cures.”*

| See Mucfarlane’s *MS. Geographical Collections.”

* See Appendix, RR,

+ See A]chrdeeu Breviary. His feast was kept on the 14th of
December.
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The wost wable of the chnreh is still standing, in
which there is a eivenlar-headed window. Great part
of the north, and a small part of the south wall remain.
A south aisle is also entire, but the roof is fast falling
into deeay.  In the east wall theve had been a narrow
window, but whether circular-headed, pointed, or other-
wise, it is diflicult to say. The font, which is octagonal,
and in a tolerably good state of preservation, lies at the
west end of the ehureh, ontside.  The dimensions of the
building, externally, had been abont 69 feet by 21, The
manse is close by, The new parish chureh is built about
a mile distant from the old, at the top of the hill, and
near Lhe villaee ol New Aberdowr.

Aberdowr House, situated in the south-eastern (uarter
of the parish, is a large, inelegant building, in the style
of the last contury. 1t was formerly the residence of
(lordon of Aberdour, and is now the property of Captain
Dingwall Fordyce of Brucklaw, and is, at the present
time, the residence of —— Buarelay, lsq.

Crossing the Daunr, we find onrselves on the estate of
Awclonedden, where the distriet at once assumes a wild
and almost highland aspect. The road is abraptly steep
till we attain the elevation of two or three hundred feet
above the level of the sea. The ground is unequal, and
varied with wide patehes of heather, Puarsuing our path
along this lolty ridge for nearly a mile, we begin to
descend towards the Dews of Aduwchmedden, rvich in bo-
tanical treasures, and, a few years ago, the frequent
resort of svientilic and medical men from the neigh-
bouring towns.

Pitjossie is on this estate, about a mile west of the old
church, This is a stupendous natural arch, thought by
some persons to vival the Bullers of Buchan—an opinion,
however, to which we beg to demur. Not far distant
from this, in the Den of Dardar, there is a fine cascade
ol three suceessive falls, which empties itself immediately
below into the Moray Wirth.

Here the geolokist will find abundant material for
rescarch,  “The rocks,” says the late Hugh Miller,
“which bound the shore, are highly interesting, of stu-
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pendous height, and various formation. The sandstone
is accounted of the oldest secondary formation, and is
destitute of all traces of organic remains.” There are
also slate and outlying blocks or boulders of primary
trap and granite; and it is the expressed opinion of
geologists, that if the dens or deep ravines wluch‘rnn
inland from the coast in this vicinity were carefully
investigated, many facts interesting to the naturalist
might be bronght to light.

In this part of the district there are scattered, here
and there, many reliques interesting to the antiquarian.
From the hill of Bracklaymore, the ground slopes gently
castward to the brink of a glen, throngh which the infant
vills of the North Ugie find their way.  On this slope
lies the farm of Glaslaw, where is a knulé rising equally
on all sides to the height of 12 or 15 foid, on the I'c\f‘cl
top of which was a cairn of from 8 to__:ff'-; feet in !lm;_;_]nl-,
and about 84 feet in diamoter. [t wag' I]cd‘ “ihe Lik-
kerstone Cairn,” but what this namggmplied no one
seems to know. The cairn is now removed. About 150
yards northwards from this spot, _is a small, st’nmguly-
shaped hill, called Te Luw. 1t rises abruptly from the
plain, and stands alone. Tt is perhaps from 50 to 60 feet
high. There are doubts whether it is natural or arti-
ficial. A fine spring of water vises at the east end of it.

On the hill of Ilavlseat, westward from A’berdour, there
were, till about 1855, eleven or twclvg low circular n}oynds
of a peculiar description. They varied from 24 to 36 .I’get
in diameter—one, on the level top of the hill, bmrg. 40 feet.
These were raised above the plain from 1 to 2} feet. A
sort of entrance to the flat surface of the enclosed space,
through the outer line of circumference, was uniformly
on the south-east point of the circle. On the samo hill
there were a great number of small cairns, of (_lliicrunt
sizes, containing from one to three cart-loads of stones.
These were sometimes single, sometimes in groups of two
or three. Also, on the southern slope of a hill :Lboye the
farm-steading of Upper (aslaw, there were seven cu-clels,
measuring much about the same as those on I*..:l.l'lse:l:t, only
the entrances here were on the south side, Two ol them,
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33 feet in diameter, were placed close together. On the
opposite declivity of this hill similar mounds were to be
found.  One of these rose to about 3 feet above the sur-
face. Tt was near the Hure Moss, a little to the north of
which are two tren 'hes, 41 yards in length, 20 feet apart,
and 6 feet deep.  They ave on the farm of Glenhouse, on
the estate of Auchmedden.

Abont two miles westward from this place, on the top
of a hill, and on the same estate, there is another en-
trenchment, 240 yards in length, and 20 yards in breadth,
It is now filled with water, and goes under the name of
The Loch of Minwiy.

There ean be little doubt but that these are the silent
records of some licree conflict in bygone ages.

But to return to the road. Pursaing our route for
about a mile and a half, we strike into a path on the
right which leads to the summit of the fled Head of
Lennen.  Here, on looking back, we survey the long
line of indented coast, stretching to Kinna-ird’s-Head,
and thence, in the extreme distance, to R’Ltt-my-Head.
Looking westward, the prospect is equally extensive,
The pretty ereek or bay of Pennan lies almost beneath
our feeb—the only indication of the snug little village
being the wreaths of smoke rising from the chimneys,
Troup-Head and Gamrie-Head, or, according to its
local appellation, Mhor-Head, fill the picture on the
opposite side of the bay. Beyond that, a headland near
the Boyn; and farther still, and a little to the left,
rises the Bin-hill of Cullen;; and lastly, in the extreme
distance, the fading outlines of the Caithness hills. Such
is the scene that here presents itself,

The path from hence by the Pennan Farm down to
the village is carrvied along the side of the Lill, with a

ravine on the left, little terraced gardens or potato-plots
overhanging the road‘on the right. ~ On the opposite side
of this glen stood the ancient Castle or Place of the
Bairds of Anchmedden, not a vestige of which, beyond a
few scattered stones of the foundations, is now to be
scen.  The field, at the lower end of which stood the
Castle, is still called * The Green,” and lies between the
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Miins of Auchmedden and the vain.  Part of the Castle
remained, and was used as a granary within the memory
of man. A portion of the garden wall. on the near side
of' the ravine, is still in existence. The Castle was about
a quarter of a mile from the sea, to w aich it lay open on
the novth-west, but was sheltered on the north-cust by
Pennan-Head.  Mains of Auchmedden is a little beyond
the tenth milestone from Fraserburgh.

A little below the site of the Castle, the ravine is met,
nearly at right angles, by another, (Henguithle,' of a still
wilder and more romantic character.

Not far from the debouchment of Glenguithle into this
ravine is (fibl's Rush, a waterfall of thirty feet perpen-
dicnlar descent. To the west lies the very neat and
cleanly Village of Pennan, stretching along the margin of
the sea, and under the shadow of rugged ecliffs, which
rise abruptly above the houses to the height of two hun-
dred feet. At high tides and in particnlar points of the
wind, the houses are oceasionally flooded.

Westward of Glenquithle is the Chapel Den, which
may be said to form pavt of the Tor of Troup, being the
entrance, from the sea-side, to the wild basin into which
the numerous ravines of the Tor descend.

Here ave the ruins of another old chapel on a haugh
opposite the Tor. A short time ago, the only remains of
the building were a heap of stones, which had been held
sacred by the husbandman on the spot. But as recently
as 1855 these were made to give way to the utilitarian

ideas of the times—site, and stones, and the memories of’

the past, all obliterated by the levelling operations of the
plough!  If we could only bethink ourselves that these
fading memorials are the only remaining types of ages

! The second title of the Comyns, Earls of Buchan, was formerly
(#lenduachie, from an ancient thanedom of that name belonging to
the fumily. 1In the View of the Diocese it is stated that Glenguithle
was formerly called Glenduachie, and gave the title; but Glen-
quithl: is nowhere traditionally recognised under this name. There
is u Dhu Strath about a mile to the south, crossed by the old rowd
from New Pitsligo to Pennan, which may possibly be the Glen-d/u-
achy. Second titles were not given till about the sixteenth century.
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now past and gone, some forbearance in the work of de-
struetion would surely be exereised.

The 2" of Trouwp is one of the most noted places in
Buchan. [t is n rugaed mass ol broken lills, forming a
cluster of remarkably wild glens, rich to exuberance in
plants and flowers—a very gavden of delights to the
botanist. Tangled brushwood and magnificent trees ave
the alternatine leatures, the former with its underwood
twisted into the most grotesque and unimaginable forms.
T'his wroup of glens forms altogether a scene of incon-
ceivable beauty, well worthy of a pilgrimage.  The pro-
prictor, Garden Campbell, of Troup and Glenlyon, has
a cottage residence here, preferring this charming retreat
to the tame and bleak situation of Trowp House, which is
sitnated about a mile westward from Penuan, and not
far frem the sea. 1t was built in 1763. 1t is large and
contains many good rooms. The outside aspeet is any-
thing but pleasing, and many of the minor buildings are
fast falling into decay. There are here some fine family
pictures, among which is that of Lord Gardenstone, and
that of Captain Campbell of Glenlyon, the infamous hero
of Gleneo.  Between the house and the sea, the ground
vises bigh.  Here is the Ballery Green, in the vicinity ol
which is Hell's L, o chastly opening on the slope of the
hill, of about 6O feet by 40, and of a depth of about 40
or 50 feet.  Krom this hole to the sea, there is a subter-
rancan passage nearly a hundred yards in length, along
which, on the ocension of a storm, the spray is forced
with great fury, till it inds its escape by “ the lam,” in
the shape of densc smoke.  “ Puecilis descensus ’—the
crater may easily be descended, and the view along the
passage fo the sea will well repay the labour. Besides
Hell’s Lum, there is, in the immediate neighbourhood, the
Needle’s Iiye, another subterranean passage, running
quite through the peninsular eminence. It is about 150
yards long, and so narrow, that one person at a time
can with difliculty make his way through it. At the
north end it opens into a cave of about 150 feet long, 30

! Tawr, or Ther, in Celtie, a mountain-top, or cliff,






