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Club, who were joined by several local cyclists; a host of
school children, carrying flags and bannerettes; and about
20 conveyances, which were followed by a perfect cavaleade
of mounted farmers, On reaching Woodhead (where there
was a handsome arch of evergreens, adorned with flags, and
bearing the device ‘Welcome to Tord Aberdeen’), Lord
Aberdeen was received with great enthusiasm, and several
gentlemen in the company were introduced to his lordship
by Mr Birnie. Amongst those present in carriages were—
Mr Ogilvie Forbes of Boyndlie and Mrs Ogilvie Forbes, Miss
Maitland, and Mr Holland, Boyndlie House; Mr Barclay,
Aberdour House: Mr Lovie, Nether Boyndlie; Mr Murcar,
Bankhead, and Mr Watson, Warland, two of the oldest
tenants on the estate; Mr Watson, jun., Warland ; Messrs
Watson, sen. and jun., Lochlip; Mr Chapman, Woodhead ;
Messrs Cook, sen. and jun., Killyquharn; Mr Watt, Mains
of Auchmedden; Mr W:est, Pennan; Messrs Watson, sen.
and jun., South Killyquharn ; Messrs Morrison, sen. and jun.,
Quarryhead ; Mr Mitchell, Clinterty; Messrs Rettie, sen. and
jun., Coburty; Mr Barren, Mossgerrie; Mr Bruce, saddler,
Aberdour; Charles Philip, Woodside; Mr Chalmers,
Woodhead; A. Chapman, ‘Whitehill, Gamrie; John
Elphinstone, Glasslaw ; Mr Chalmers, merchant Aberdour ;
Mr J. Gerrard, Aher;iglr; Mr Junor, Auchintumb; Mr
Cruickshank, jun., Aberdour; Mr Cruickshank, Ladiesford,
and party. Riders—Messrs Taylor, Aberdour; Geo. Irvine,
Sauchentree; Messrs Watson, Lochhills; Mr Morrison,

Quarryhead; Mr Urquhart, Newbiggings; Mr Gordon,

Bridge End; Mr John Chalmers, Woodhead; Mr J. White,
Lauchlanstripe; and Mr George Chalmers, merchant, Aber-
dour. The procession, marshalled by Mr Crabbe, V.8.,
Mr Murcar, North Killyquharn, and Mr Wm. Gerrard,
Aberdour, moved off Aberdour-wards shortly before twelve
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o'clock. The cyclists led the van. They were followed by
the band, after which came the volunteers, who were immedi-
ately in front of the carriage containing Lord Aberdeen, Mr
Birnie, Mr Lovie, and Mr Barclay. The other carriages
followed, and after them came the riders on horseback;
whilst the school children brought up the rear. On entering
the south end of the village, the processionists were greeted
by a large crowd assembled beside Mogate Cottage, whence
a splendid view of the procession winding along the road
could be obtained. At the south end of the main street of
the village, was an arch of evergreens, spanning the street,
each side of which, all the way along, was lined with people.
Bunting of every kind was displayed in profusion on the
roofs of the houses. At the Commercial Hotel a stream of
flags stretched across the streef, whilst the north end of the
village—in front of the church and beside the Parish Hall—
looked quite gay with brilliantly coloured flags of all nations.

THE OPENING CEREMONY.

The procession reached the hall (in front of which was a
regular bower of evergreens forming a portico surmounted
with a large motto bidding Lord Aberdeen ‘Welcome’) at
about a quarter past twelve, The volunteers filing off formed
a guard of honour on each side of the entrance to the hall,
in which the bazaar was held, and which Lord Aberdeen was
ahout formally to declare open.

Lord Aberdeen on entering the hall, which was densely
packed, was received with loud and prolonged applause.
Accompanying his lordship to the platform were Mr Lovie,
Nether Boyndlie, chairman of the committee; the Rev. Mr
Birnie, Mr Ogilvie Forbes of Boyndlie, Mr Mitchell, Clin-
terty; Mr Chapman, Woodhead; Mr Sleigh, Strichen; Mr
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every individual here present. (Applause.) Perhaps some
people thought T was somewhat inaccurate in speaking of
the hall as being almost an accomplished fact, and they
would tell me that it is quite an accomplished fact, except
as regards a final coat of varnish and some other small
matters. But I was not alluding to the structure of the
fabric. 1 was alluding to the payment of the cost of the
hall. I do not, however, mean that the tradesmen are not
paid, for 1 believe that, within a few pounds, those doing
the actual work have been paid up. T spoke of the debt
that still exists, for T do not think that an undertaking of
this kind is accomplished till the last penny has been paid—
(applause)—and the paying off of the last penny of debt is
the object of this bazaar on the present oceasion. I may say
in passing that 1T have been very much impressed and grati-
fied by the interest evoked on this occasion, one form of which
had taken the shape of a kind welcome and greeting to
the person who has the honour of taking part in these
proceedings as the opener of the bazaar. (Applause.)
Evidently this day is regarded as a special day in Aberdour
and district. Flags were flying from many houses, and quite
a procession - escorted us up the village, including a very
interesting section of shool children, the rising generation
being well to the frori_ﬁ‘;\in the form of a large party of
scholars, which is a good sign—whilst the grown up members
of the community were also present in force. All this augurs
well T hope for the success of the bazaar and for the interest
taken in the operations';éconducted in eounection with this
hall. T do indeed congratulate you, as I have said already,
upon this desirable and "_ portant addition to the equipment
of your village. The advantages of such a hall as this are
manifest; and in a short time you will wonder that you
managed at all without such a building as this. It is not
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ﬂl:lly' that the hall gives an opportunity for various meebings
—social and otherwise; but indirectly, I believe, it tends to
the promotion and maintenance of what we may call local
public spirit—or esprit de corps—a recognition of the fact
that all belong to one community, and of the fact that what
is of importance to the whole is and ought to be a subject
of concern and interest to every member of the community.
It may, in short, tend to bring members of a community
into closer harmonious relationship. (Applause.) There are
some special features about this hall that are to be borne in
mind. It is on a comprehensive basis, The committee of
management consists of several gentlemen occupying official
positions. As regards the management, there are the minister
of the parish, two representatives of the heritors or proprietors
of estates in the parish, the member of the County Council
for the district, and I am sure you have an excellent
representative in the person of the chairman—(applause)—a
representative of the District Council, and four gentlemen—
possibly we may have ladies some day—(laughter)—repre-
senting the ratepayers as a body. Now you see at once from
these facts that the hall is to be indeed a public hall for the
good of the whole parish and district. Mr Birnie has, I
understand, applied to the Committee for the use of the hall
for religious or Sunday School purposes; and the Committee
very naturally and properly gave their consent, considering
the active part Mr Birnie has taken in forwarding this
movement. (Applause.) I mentioned that the Committee
as the governing authority is representative of the whole
community of this locality. That ought to ensure the success
of this bazaar and the uses to whiei the hall is to be applied
in the future. When I speak of local public spirit, I musb
explain that I do not refer to any sort of spirit that would
imply taking an exclusive interest in our own special locality,
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or ignoring to any extent the affairs of the community in
the larger sense of the country as a whole. Those who take
an intelligent interest in the affairs of their own immediate
localit:.y are very often the most patriotic, and show most
intelligent interest in the affairs of the nation at large.
Studying local politics ought to be a very good education for
taking a useful interest in the larger affairs of the country
as a whole, Both are good and desirable; and the more we
promote such a feeling of interest in the affairs, both of our
own locality and of the country at large, the better,
(Applause.) One other point in connection with the bazaar
T should like to mention. A movement such as this gives an
opportunity for harmonious co-operation ; and no matter how
much we may differ on other topics, that need not interfere
with the success of such a gathering, of such an affair, as
this. (Applause.) One advantage of bazaars is that they
often give to people, severed in some respects, an opportunity
of working hand in hend; and such a spirit has been
manifested in no small degree in connection with this hall
and this bazaar. (Applause.) T hope it will continue. Tt
seems {o me unfortunate. though perhaps it is inevitable,
that we should lay such stress on our trifling differences; but,
so long as we give cra£1 for sincerity, honesty, and good
intention, there is no reason why we should abuse each other.
(Applause.) In fact, I think that this bazaar has come at a
rather opportune time, aﬁ-iving s0 very soon—_not too soon—
after the recent general election. (Applause.) Then the
community was in a s of considerable animation; but
now we are in a more brotherly spirit, and all are agreed
about what has brought us together. In concluding, I need
only express my confident good wishes, and T trust that the
thoughts and aspirations uttered in our hearing already (in
Mr Birnie’s prayer)—the appeal to the only source of blessing
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and benefit—will be largely realised and fulfilled. We are
justified in expecting good results from an enterprise under-
taken in such a judicious, cordial, and rational spirit. T beg
to declare this bazaar open, and also this hall for the
advantage of the inhabitants of Aberdour and the locality,
and for the uses it is designed to fulfil. (Loud and prolonged
applause, the band playing the National Anthem.)

VOTES OF THANKS.

The Rev. Mr Birxie moved a vote of thanks to Lord
Aberdeen for his extreme kindness in coming to Aberdour
and opening the hall and the bazaar. Mr Birnie, in
proposing the vote of thanks, said that he was afraid that he
might appear in Lord Aberdeen’s estimation as one of those
that ought to be got rid of, lest by his importunity Lord
Aberdeen should be wearied. (Laughter.) But he was sure
that Lord Aberdeen took a generous view of the application
from Aberdour to grace the present auspicious occasion with
his presence. Speaking of the claims that Aberdour had upon
the Lord-Lieutenant of the county (Lord Aberdeen), Mr
Birnie said that one of his lordship's ancestors was proprietor
of Auchmedden, and pleasant memories still lingered in the
district as to the way in which Lord Aberdeen’s ancestor
discharged his duty as proprietor. (Applause.) After
explaining in an interesting way hdp the prophecy of Thomas
the Rhymer that so long as there was a Baird in Strichen
two eagles would continue to nestle and bring out their
young on the rocks at Pennan, had been verified, and having
indicated in what respect this p -‘ hecy was affected by the
action of the Gordon family, Mr Birnie went on to say that
Lord Aberdeen’s visit to Aberdour was not only, as his
lordship had already said, if a two-fold character, but it
was of a three-fold nature. He (Mr Birnie) was Chairman

























