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fition of a legal flent for maintaining the poor, tic non-re«

. fiding heritors, and the members of the Burgher congrega-
tion voluntarily contribute 221. §s. Sterling, annually, which,
with the intereft of 831, flock, the weekly colle@ions, and the
mortcloth money, ufually makes up the fum of 661. Sterling.
This fum is found fufficient, for the maintenance of the poor,
when the prices of provilions are moderate: On extraordinary
occafions, the charity of individuals, of every rank, is liberal,
‘The kirk-feflion takes the entire management, of the poor’s
money, but they fubmit an exaét ftatement of their expendi-
ture, every half year, to the heritors: Upon thele occafions,
the poor’s-roll is made up, and when it is neceflary, the mem-
bers of the Burgher fefliun, report the {tate of the paupers
attached to their congregation.

Libraries.—The inhabitants of this parifh, have given a
good fpecimen of their charadterand talle, in the inflitution of
two libraries, fupported by an annual fubfcription, and con-
taining a judicious fcleétion of books, entertaining, hiflorical,
moral, and religious.

For the prices of labour and provifions, with other articles
of the fame kind ; reference is made to the ftatiftical account,
of contigugus parilhes,
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NUMBER XXXIX,
PARISH or ABLRDOTUR.
{CouNTY AND SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY OF Deer.)

By the Rev. Mr. AnprEw Youncson.

Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, &ec.

']:‘HE parifl takes its name from a rivulet, or burn, which

difcharges itfelf into the fea, about 200 paces below
the church. The form of the parifh is irrcgular, its extent
from E. to W. along the fea-coaft, or Murray ¥rith, is 61
miles, the church being nearly in the middle, and clofe to the
fea; from the N. E. to the 5. W., it extends about 0 miles
habitable, befides a large extent of mofs and moor ground.
Its breadth from the church on the N. coaft fouthward, is 6t
miles ; but between the S. E. corner of the parifh, and the
reft of the parith of Aberdour, part of the parifh of Tyrie,
for about a mile of breadth, intervenes, and cuts off 3 ;'arm
tewns, extending, where broadeft, about a mile and a half,

and
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and much about the fame length ; and where there are g3 in-
habitants. This detached part of the parifh is believed to have
been formerly grazing places for the tenants on the fea coaft
of the lands of Aberdour, of which barony it is ftill a part.
The face of the country is very uneven, and the foil of very
different qualities : the foil of the corn-fields on the fca‘-coa{t
is partly clay, or red loam, but mofily of’ a !lght black, or
gravelly quality ; and in the moors, the foil is light black, cold
and watery. In the W. fide of the parith are 3 deep hollows,
with a ri\:ulet in each, called the den of Aberdour, the den of
Anchmedden, and the den of Troup. Each of thefe dens, as
they advance from the fea-coaft, branci: out on each fide into
m:a;xy cther leffer ones, till they end at laft in mofles and
moors, about 2 or 3 miles from the fea.. On e.ach {ide of
thefe dens (as they are called), for abont amile, or little mere,
from the fea, the ground is moftly arable, and, in general, of
a kindly foil, producing pretty good crops of grain, when pro-
perly managed ; but the high ground, or ridge h{:'twccn them,

iz o wretchedly peor heath, incapable of any 1mpra'vcmcnt

for the moft part, but at an expenfe far beyond what it conld

ever repay, unlels fituated in the ['.uighbolll'houl:l of a great

town. The burn in the weftmoft of thefe dens is the boun-

dary between the parifhcs of Aberdour and Gamery. The

E. fide of the parifh is more level, and confifts of corn-fields,

fuine of a pretty good foil, others very poor, interlperfed

wwith heath, and near the fea, with large tracks of ground,

;a-_-céucing a coarfle };i'.ulI of grafs, ealled by the country peo-

ple reciiz. In the 5. part of the parifli is the den of Glalby,

in which runs alfo a burn, the head of the N. branch of the

river Ugie, into which it difcharges itfcif at ‘I’Lora,‘ in the pa-

rifh of Longfide, pafling by the church of Strichen in its way.

On tie N. fide of this den, and facing the S, are prc[t:y large

corn-ficlds, but the greater part of thic fide of the ?anfh con-

4 fifts
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fifts of mofs and moor, and here and there corn-fields, gained
from thefe, with farm-towns at a confiderable diftance from
onc ancther ; on the W. border of the parifh, and along its
whole breadth, are continugd mofies and moors.

Sea-Coafl, Caves, Caftle, Cairns, &c.—The fea-coalt in this
diftrict confifts of high rocks ; thofe to the W. of the church re-
markably fo, and in the whole length of the parith there are
only 3 openings, where boats can land, one near the borders of
Pitfligo, one immediately below the church, and one at the
N. W. corner of the parifh, where the burns of Troup and
Auchmedden difcharge themfelves into the fea, and where,
about 50 years ago, was a fmall neat and convenient harbour,
where fhips from the neighbouring fea-ports ufed to winter,
as well as to land, but which bein g neglefted, is now totally
deftroyed, not a veftige of the piers remaining, but the flones
of which they were built, and which have fo entirely filled
up the former bafon, that it is with difficulty that the fifhing
boats, 3 in number, with 6 hands each, can land, Here is 3
fithing-town, confifting of 110 inbabitants, in general very fo-
ber, induftrious, well behaved people, Along the fea-coaft are
many caves, entering from the fea. The moft remarkable
one is at the N. E. corner of the parifh, near the borders of
Pitlligo parifh, called Cows-haven, which runs up through
the country, no body knows how far, though feveral people
have proceeded as far as the air, which is foul (the entrance
of the cave being moftly choked with the fand and pebbles
throwa up by the fea), would allow them to do with fafety *,

Vor. XII. 4D About

* There are two others in the hay of Aberdour, near the church, throngh
which the tide flows. The eaftmelt of thofe is quite dry at low water, co-
vered swith a fine fand, and affords a pleafant rezreat in a warm fummer's day,

i well as an agreeable paffage to the rocks on the other fide : 1t i g2 feet long,

22 feot
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About half a mile Englith E. from the church, is the fite and
remains of the ancient caftle of Dundargue, upon a rock of
red free-ftone, 64 feet high from the beach immediately below,
26 feet in length, 38 feet mean breadth, making an area of
nearly 29 falls, furrounded by the fea, when the tide flows,
except a narrow neck of rock and earth, which joins the caitle
rock to the land, the breadth 12 feet, where it joins the land,
but decreafes gradually, till it reach the entry of the caftle,
where it is only about 4 feet wide. Here the rock has been
cut, but in place of the draw-bridge, which (it is probable)
has fbfmerly given accels to the caftle, the narrow rock is
made up with earth, in order to enable the tenants’ cattle to
get at the fine grafs whichl grows on the {'ock-*. There is u

large

22 feet broad, 11 feet high, and the arch moft neatly jointed. The otler
cuve is parallel to this, and diftant from it only 42 feet, is never quite dry at
low witer, but can be pailed through with dry foot, upon a number of large
ftones which lie in it: itis 10> feet long, 24 feet broad, 13 feet high, and
the rock over theie is 70 feet high, and is joined to the muin land by a neck: a1
carth, of about 2 feet wide ; u part of the rock runs off on the E. fide, al-
moft at right angles from the caves, and forms an arch 46 feet broad, and a1 lect
high, through which the fea alfo flows at high water.

# The only part of the caftle now ftanding, is the entry.  The whole breadth
of the front is only 12 feet, the door is 4 feet 2 inches wide, 6 feet high, and i
arched ; the height of the walls 12 feet 7 inches; the length of the fide-wal!
{ill ftanding, is 10 feet 6 inches; there are no other remains of the cafile walis,
except the infide of the foundation, the outlide Laving fallen down, owing to the
mouldering away of the rock on which it was buili. There is a fine level grecn,
where the outworks have been, which has been fecured on the land ﬁdg, by a
wall (the foundation of which fill remains) of the fame kind of ftone with the
caftle rock, cemented with lime, after the manner of what is commeonly called
tun-lime, as the remains of the caflle have alio been, and which renders the
walls {o firm, that you may more eafily break the ftone, than feparate it from the
lime ; on the outfide of this wall or rampart, is a dry ditch 29 feet long, and
ill 30 feet wide, and 6 feet deep: running parallel to this, are = ather ditches,
of the fame length with it; the firft of thele is 12 feet wide, and 1o fect deep,
the monnd, or the diflance between it and the dry ditch, or moat laft mentioned,

o

s
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large caivn of floncs at Cobarty, about 34 miles E, from the
church ; from this cairn a confiderable part of the {tones being
taken away to build enclofures, and the carth below where
they lay being digged up for making dunghills, it was found
to be mixed with a number of human bocs *, :

Difeafes.~There are no difcafes peculiar to this diftriQ,
the bodily complaint that moft prevails among all ranks,
young and old, is rheumatifin,

Pra}-r:'rrorr, Church, Sehool-Loufe, &e.—There are only two
4Da

heritors
is qo feet.  The breadth of the laft, 2nd outer parallel, is irregular, from 5 to 8
feet, and it~ depth g fect 5 the diffaice berween it wml the former parallel is 12
feet.  Though this fortrt could now be of liule fevvice, even if remuining in
its fotmer ftrength, being commanded by the neighbouring ground, yet beiore

the ufc of grear guns, it muft have been very ftrong place, and could have re-

ceived fupplies of men and provifions by fea, as at full tide a fas!l velfel conid
* have lain to ut the very foot of the caflle rock -

5 the garrilon, however, might
have been ftarved for want of water, by curting the pijes, which conveyed the
water to the caftle, from a Tpring

abont 200 paces diftant, fome remains of
which pipes hav= been found of late years by the tenauts, in digging the ground
between the caftle and fpring.  And tradition fays, that it was this circumttance
which obliged Iienry de Lenument, the Englih Ear! of Buchian, to capitulate,
when befieged therein by Andrew Murray, regent of Scotland, during the cap.
tivity of King David Bruce, in the year r1336.

* The tradition is, that the Danes having landed on

the Buchan coaft, and
pillaging the country in their way to

Murray, then in potiefion of their coun-
trymen, were come up with, at the pluce where now ftund the canns of Memtiz
in the parith of Kathen, by the Scoich army, and defeared, three ol their leaders
being ilain, over whofe buried bodics the 3 caiias there were raifed, on the very
ipot where each of them feli; that the Danes retrsated, and were again over-
taken and defeated ar Coburty, the cairn being raifed over the gruves of their
fain; and that che remains of this Danith ary were foally descated and cut
to pieces, on a heath about a quarter of a mile W. from the church of Gamery,

which fiill retains the name of the Bloudy Pots ; in memory of which viflory,

| the fleulls of 3 of their flain leaders were Luilt jnte the iufide of the clurch wall

where two of them 51l remain, the ol being confumed through length of

' fune.
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heritors in the parifh, the Earl of Aberdeen, wlho hasthat pu~t
of the parifh W. from the church, and Mr. Gordon of Abci-
dour, that on the E. of it, and who refideson his eftateat Aber-
dour houfe. The fabrick of the church is very old, beiug
built before the Reformation, but in what age is not known.
About 30 years ago, the aile was rebuilt, and fome years ai-
ter, the {teeple was rebuilt ; but the reft of the fabrick is ina
bad ftate of repair, and the fchool-houfe is quite ruinous .

Language, Difpofition of the People, &c.—Though the lan-
guage [poken in this diftri& is a dizle& of the Engliih, knowna
by the name of broad Buchan, yet the ancient names of pla-
ces feem to be derived from the Gaelic, fuch as Achlin, Ach-
nagan, Auchmadden, Bracklamore, Achintum, &c. The peco-
ple, in general, are fober and induftrious; and, till of late
vears, were {o peaccable, and fo little inclined to litigation,
that for 12 or 13 years after the year 1766, there was only
one fingle inftance of a law-fuit going from this parifh to the
courts at Aberdeen, and that arofe from a difference between
two tenants, about the boundaries of their refpe&ive farms ;
every cther difference [ublifting between parithioners being fet-

tled

® Bofdes the paiih (chool, there is another fchool in the W. corner of the pa-
b near tie fithing-rown, the teacher in which inftruéts young chiidren in read.
g englith, in writing and arithmetic, and is commonly a tradeiman, and re-
ecives irum the chiuch fetlion, befdes the ordinary fees paid by the feholars, a
yeariy lalary of 2l 15 8d. Sterling, out of the interclt of money mortificd
tur that purpole by ooe of the lairds of Auchmedden, and his lady's fister, Lacy
Jeun Hay, o daughter of the Barl of Kinnoul, of which mortification the church
icffion are made truitees.  “This fchool has been of great fervice to that corner.
There is alfu a woman lives within w quarter of a mile of the church, who bas
tauglt young children to read englifh, and knit flockings, upwards of 4o
vears with preat fucceis; and what is very extraordinary, has fill a few fcho-
lars, who make very good progrefs under Ler inftruction, though fhe is upwards
of go years of age. iler name is Jean Lefly ; fhe has been a very ufeful member
af fociery.

Of Adberdonr. §8¢

tled by aibitration.  But of lute years, from the frequent fe.
queftrations or profecutions for debts, the parithoners are ber-
ter acquainted with lawyers, und confequently are more fre-
quently engaged in law-fuits.

k Manufaltures,—The women are em ployed, partly for mak-
ing cr‘:arl'e ferges for home coufumption, but principally in
fpinzing linen yarn for the merchants, and by means of thefe
and breeding black cattle, the fubtenants and {maller ﬁzrmcr;
make a [hift to pay their rents to their landlords. No other
kind of manufadture is carried on in this parilh. What would
be moft profitable for us would be ﬁfhiﬁg; but the re-
ftraints laid upon that bufinefs, by the falt-laws, difcourage
private perfons from engaging in it ; frauds, no doubt, ought
to be prevented, but certainly fome remedy might be found
for feveral of the many hardlhips brought upon thofe concern-
ed in the filhing bufinef, by thefe laws, without prejudice to
the revenue,

Produtions.—As to vegetubles and plants, there are none
but what are common in the country, except in the den of
Auchmedden, where there are fome rare herbs. And for trees
except 1 few fruit-trees in the garden of Aberdour, and i::
the minifter’s garden, there is not one that deferves the name
of a tree, though, in former times, it is evident that there has
been plenty of growing timber. The principal produdions
of this parifi are barley, bear, beans, peafe, oats, turni ps, po-
tatoes, greens, and cubbages. The {laple commodity alung
the coaft, is burley, bear, and beans 3 and, in the moors
oats. In the year 1566, there were fearcel ¥ 10 acres of waI:
grafs within the parifh, aud not one ounce of ha y made 3 now
every fubtenant or cottager who has a croft of land (and
thete are only 3 tradefimen in the parifl who have no oroft),

@ has
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has lefs or more of fown grafs. The quantity of grain pio-
duced cannot be afcertained, as few of the farmers meafure
their corns, or weigh their meal, except what part of thefe
they fell.

Mode of Cultivation, &c.—3ince the introdu&tion of tur-
nip crops, the farmers, in general, take a rotation of crops
in their infields. After the turnip crop, they fow the field
with bear, clover, and rye.grafs feeds: when the gralsis
broken up the third or fourth year, the ground is fown with
oats, next year with bear or barley, the third with pe_a.fe t?r
turnip, and the fourth with bear and grafs-feeds: But this
only during the former years of their fhert leafes. The out-
fields, when unimproved, are worn out with crops after lime,
are employed as folding for their cattle, or as faungs (as
they are called), a partial kind of fallow, and according to
the old abfurd pradtice, carry [ucceflively 3 or 4 crops of
oats. The old Scotch plough, and a mixture of Scotch and
Englifh ploughs, are ufed in this diftri&t. Befides the dung
of their cattle and peat athes, which are every where ufed as
a manure, the farmers on the {ea-coaft make ufe of fea-wa.r:;
and they, as well as the other farmers throughout the pan.ﬂ],
ufe lime and likewife broken fhells mixed with fea-{fand, which
laft they draw from the neighbouring parifh of. Pitligo, and
which produces the fame effe as lime. This mixture of ﬁzﬁi:]l

- and fand was dilcovered only a few years ago, by l\’:l'.r. Wl.l-
liamfon, a gentleman employed by the Society at Edinburgh,
for making new difcoveries of mines, &c. and who recom-
mended the ufe of it to the late Mr. Garden of Troup, on
whofe eftate it was difcovered, who firft ufed it himfv?*lt,
and encouraged his tenants to follow his c::amplt_:, which
is now become the general praftice. The lime is pa.rt]y
brought from the parith of Rathen, diffant of 6 or 7 miles,

partly
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partly the produ@® of limeftone brought by fea from the
quarries in the Boyn, and partly from limeftone dug up
within the flood-mark of the fea, in the bay of Aberdour,
at low-water ; burt this laft begins to be fearce and hard to be
got at. ‘There are, beides, two other quarries of a kind of
red flone, the lime of which, thorgh of a fandy quality, an-
fwered very well when laid upon the ground, but required a
larger quantity ; but both thefe quarries are either worn out
or over-run, and have not been worked for feveral years.

Improwmmr:.——No:withﬁ.anding what is faid above, very
few folid, fubftantial, and permanent improvements have been
made in this parifh for the laft 30 years, except upon two
farms, where the tenants have longer leafes than is ordinarily
given here ; the one of thefe had a leafe of the Mains of Co-
burty, to himfelf and his heirs, for the fpace of 19 years,
and after the expiration of thefe, a lifcrent to the then pof-
feflor; the tenant of this farm and his fon have done a great
deal, and moft fubftantially, by draining, trenching, liming,
and dunging their farm, by enclofing a confiderable part of
it with good ftone fences, for which purpofe, they were fup=
plied with ftones from the cairn formerly mentioned, and by
building a fet of elegant office-houfes, for which houfes and
fences, the heirs of the prefent tenant are allowed the efti-
mated value at the expiration of his leafe. The other tenant
has alfo very much improved his farm, but has made no en~
clofures, having nothing allowed him by the proprietor for
that purpole, he has a lifcrent tack for himfelf, and I9 years
for his fon, upon a rife of rent agreed upon, That others
have not imitated their example, is not owing to their igno-
rance of the advantage, nor of the methods of improving
their farms ; nor do they want the means and materials ne-
ceffary for that effect; but to various other caufes, which

have
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Twve ‘hitherto Lindered, and ftill muft impede the improve-
ment of our country. The principal of wiich, is fhort
leafes, which (except in the inflances mentioned above) never
exceed 19 years, often not fo many. When the farmer cn-
ters upon the poilefion of his farm, he gencra]lyl proceeds
with great {pirit in improving it according to his ability, and
fometimes even beyond it, for the firlt 10 or 12 years of his
leafe ; but being {enfible that this will only tempt others to
envy and fupplant him, and the more fo, as there are o few
inftances of farms to be had, but in an exhauited ftate ; he
therefore not only ftops fhort in his improvements, but con-
tinues to fcourge the ground to the expiration of his leafe, as
the proprietor is not inclined to renew his leafe wich him,
till it is upon the point of expiring. And thus, after ali he
has done upon it, his farm is eft by him in as bad, if no:
a worle condition, than when he entered to it, Another
Linderance to improvement, is the time neceflarily taken up
in cutting and bringing home peats for the tenants them-
felves, and leet peats (as they are called) for their landlords ;
this takes up moft of the fummer, the moft proper {eafon for
carrying on their improvements. Add to this, their i_lraiten-
ed circumftances, the rents of their farms being doubled, and
in feveral inftances more, in the lalt 30 years, and npon the
expiration or fall of a leafe, fines or graffurms being fill paid,
and that to a preity high extent, though the ground lill con-
tinues in its priftine, or in a worle, ftate : and the only a:?.
vantage, the prefent tenant has over his then prcdecelTu'rs, :s‘
a little higher price for his grain, and the advanced price of
cattle : and to balance this, the expenfe of managing bis farm
is in that period of time almoft tripled. It is hoped, how-
ever, that the proprietors of land will fee their miftake, and
grant their tenants longer leafes ; for it is the fettled opinion
¢ the moft intelligent people in this country, that if tenants

SUI
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got leafes of their farms to themfelves and their heirs, for
% % Or 4 1y years, they could not only afford to pay the
prefent rent, which diftrefles them, bur live cemfortably,
and at the fame time improve their farms, render them far
more valuable to the proprietor and his tfamily, and pre-
vent the difagreeable neceflicy of frequeat fequeltrations for
rents.  As to the obftacle of improvement, arfing from the
time neceflirily taken up in providing and bringing home
their fuel, it is hoped, that the laudable and ufeful ttep taken
by the Legiflature in abolithing the duty uyon coals carried
coaftways, will be produétive of the happielt confequences.
Were all fuch obftacles to the improvement of the country,
and other bars to induftry, which impolitic laws throw into
the way, removed, our country bids fair to advance in Ime
provement, with a rapidity hitherto unknown.

Millfione Duarries.—There ary’
the parith, one belonging to tb ¥
land of Auchmedden, in the fa'
looking the fea, and whofe fod

o millftone quarries in
arl of Aberdeen, in the
of a very high rock over-
15 wathed by it at full tide
w this quarry, the workmen, from a tremendous Leight, de-
fcend by a kind of ftair cut out of the rock, and where this
fails, by ladders reaching from one fhelf of the rock to
" another. When the millltones are finithed, they are puih-
td over the remaining precipice, and fall at the foot of the
rock, on a fmall {andy beach dry at low-water, but covered
by the tide when it flows. From this the millftones are con-
jveyed by fea, and landed at the mouth of the burn of Troup,
the welt boundary of the parith. The other milione quarry
isalfo clofe by the fea, upon the lands of Coburty, belong-
ing to Mr. Gordon of berdour, but is now neglected,

and
dl along the coafl is fouad a kind of red freeftone.

Vor. XII. 4 E STATISTICA R
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StaTISTICAL TABLE of the Parifb of ABERDOUR for the
Year 1792

Length of the parifh, Eng. miles, 6%
Breadth, - - - = G
Population, according toDr. Web-

iter, in 1755, - - 1397
Population in 1769, - - X329
In 1792, - - - 1300
Males under 10 years of

age, - 140

—— from 10 to 20, - E3T
from 200 32, - - 79,
—from3otogo, - - 86
— fromg4otoso, - - 45
——from s0t0 69, - =~ 49
—from6otogu, = = §i
——fromoto S0, -~ = 23

——fromSoto g, - = 3

— 609
Females under 10 years, 134
— from 1ot 23, - = IoC
Y fromi0w 33, - = I35
——fromi 301040, = = 93
—— from 4o o 50, - - 66
—from o tw 03, - - 79
— fromugte79, - = 65
——from qoto 80, - - 20
—— from Sotog®, - = x
— fromgoto 100, - ~ 4
c==—l007
Married perfons, i = 486
Widowers, - - - 9
Widuws, - - 46
Unmarried men above 50, 3
——— —— women above 45, 22
Houles inhabited, - - 3R
by fingle perfons, - 43 43

——— by families of 2 perfons, 62 114
e by familizs of 3 perivns, 76 228

Houfes inhabited by families
of 4 perions, = 53 a3
—— by familics of 3 perfons, 44 322
6 perfons, 22 133
7 perfons, 17 119
§ perfons, 7 36
—_————— g periuns, 6 4
—_——to perfons, 4 47
1t perfons, 2 22
12 perfons, 1 13
B — 13 perfons, 1 13
—_—— ——sperions, I 15
16 perfons, 1 16
Sum total of families and

. perfons, - 340 1326

Seceders, 3 families, - 19

— individuuls, < - 2
Lol 1

Epifcopalians, 1 family, - 4

—— individuals, - -~ 3
Papifts, & - - - I

Members of the Eftabliled

Church, - - R ]
Proprietor refiding, - - !

——— non-refiding, - - i
Clergyman, - - - 1
Schoolmafters, - - = 3
Surgeon, - - T 1
Farms above oL a-year, - 2

Ditto under 30l - = 5%
Subtenants having ploughs, 18
o
Shoplieepers, - -
Innkeepers, - - - a4
_ i

Weavers,

- — it
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Weavers, - - - a4

Apprentices to ditto, - - 2

Shoemakers, - - 16
Apprentices to thoemakers, 3
Carpenters, - - S

Apprentices to ditto, - - 3

Tailors, - = 2 s

i
Apprentices to ditto, - 3
Mafoon, ~ = & =
Sailors and fithernwn, - -
Millitone quarriers, i -

Millers, 3 -

/e domeftic fervants, - -
vimale ditto, - = -
Jple farm fervants under 20, 56
ahovg 20, 3X

Female ditto under 2o, 29

%9

Ditto above 20, - -

Perfons ferving in the army in
the late war, = - 1%
1y

Ditto in the navy, =+ -

Emigrants to North America
fince the year 1770, viz.

Weavers, - = = a

Wright, - - -

Ditto te Welt Indies:
Wrights, or carpenters, - - 2z
Surgeon - - - - I
Clecks, » & & = %
Average of children taught at
both fehools,englifh, writing,

26

37

o
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and arithmetick, for 1591,
znd ¢ preceding years, 50
Number of children taught la-
Gud Ipace of time, 7
— - ol poor on the roll
fur 1901, aml 6 preceding
years, - - - 30
Average of difburlfements to
ditto, = & L. 20 Sterd.
Capital of their funds, L. 150 ditte.
Average of burials, 1791 and
9 preceding years, - - 2o
Average of Dbirthi for 1991
and y preceding years, - 30
of clilldren {rum each
marriage, - S
Number of perfons marsied in
the laft xo years, - - 166 a1z
Both parties in the parith, 54 108
The wen in the parith, c 26
The women in the parifh, - 26
The men from viher parifhes, 26
‘Fhe women from other pasitlics 20
213
To go to the account of other
pariihes, = - = g2
Numberofparifbioners married
ini7gn,andgpreceding years,  16c

Number of faddle horfes, - z
of horfes for fartning,
young and old, - -

349

of black cattle, - - 1420
— of fheep, - FIEE 1900
—— of carts, by computation, 259

of wainsdrawn by oxen, (3
Wages of men fervants employ-
ed in hufbandry annually,

from - - = 6ltogi,

Wagrs
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Wages of boys, ditto, from
—— ol female fervants,
——of day-labourers, with

1l.togl
2L to3l

Rent of the parifh, including
4o0l. for rent of a millitone
quarry, and 8L for rent of

meat and drink, a-day, - 6d. kelp-fhores, about - - 1630l
——ditto without meat, ‘- - 1s. Minifter’s ftipend, money, L. 42 17 @
—— tailors, with eutertain- Meal, 204 bolls, at 103, the

ment, - - - . 6d 1011) B 10 5 8
—— mafons, with ditte, - 18 Money for communion ele-

—— ditto, without meat, - 15 64, ments, - - = imye &
——of wrights, with enter-

tainment, - - 7d. Lssi17 o
—— plough-wrights, with do. 33 Glebe, including grafs, acres
~—— reapers during  harveft, %

men, = = - - 1l 105 Schoolmafter’s falary, meal,

women from - - r5s.torl. bolls 54, and money, - 210 9

OBSERVATIONS o the foregoing TABLE.

Tre number of the inhabitants, as ftated in the table, is from actual cnge
meiation : fo is the number of tradefmen, and thofe of other occupai o,
Their ages arc as near the truth, as could be obtained, and it is prefued,
pretty accurate.  The {mall decreafe of the inhabitauts of this parifli fince the
year 1769, is not owing to the ber of deaths ding the births, as ap~
pears from the table ; but to a conftant drain of young people, who leave the
parifh.  Many of the young men, defpairing of getting a comfortable, or in-
deed any kind of fctzlement here, remove to towns, either to learn or proie-
cute their relpelive trades ; others of them to fuch places as give higher wa s
io larm-fervanis,  Aud young women repuir to towns, where they are em.-
ployed as fervarts, and not only to the neizhbouring towns of Aberdeen, Hunif,
&te. but even to Edinburgh and London, Befides, in this current year, a yroat-
er number than ordinary have died, feveral young peopie of putrid fore iluvats,
but the greater part old people. The peopie here are very inattentlve to the
regiltrating their chiidren’s births or baptiims; fo that no authentick inturiba-
tien can be got from the parifh regifter ; wut the annual average ol births, wc-
cording to the regilter, and making allowance for fuch as may have beey re.
glected to be regiftrated, may amount to the number flared in the tuble. No
regifier of deatis or burials was kept here, till the late aét of parliamens 2.
ing a tex upon burials, 8cc. Since that tims, the fchoolmafter hue ket one,
but many peopis ire averfe to the meafure of regiftrating their fitend’s desin 3
befides, feveral of e parithioness of Aberduur are buried eliewhere, and iran-

bSIY

1

= of the parifl,

Of Aberdour, 58g
gers, un ihe other hand, bury here: But the annual average, as in the tahle,
will be fouad to be very ucar the truth. The regifter of marriages has all a-
long been accurately kept; and from it is the article of mariiages in the table
taken. Tle average of births from each marringe, is caleulated from a hun-
dred known inftunces in the ncighbourhoad of one another. It appears from
the tabic, that the number of foldiers and failors employed in his Majelty’s fer-
vice in the lait war, amounts to upwards of the eight part of the whole males
refliding in the parith at this time, from 20 to 59 years of age; a very large pro-
portion indeed, belides thofe employed in the merchant fervice,
accounts for the finall decreule of inhabitants,

which farther
The number of the horfes, as in
the tabie, is from adtual enumeration. And fois that of the black cattle and
theep, as it ftood in fummer 1792, when their numbers are higheft ; with this
dificrence, however, that being obliged, from the reluctance of the lower rank
o peaple (through iznorance or prejudice) tu inform as to the number of their
black cattle wmd Mieep, to cmploy others than the owners in the enumeration,
_abeir reports cannot be equally depended upon: but of thefe laft, the numbep
{as but finall, and deviates, at moft, only a little from the truth, The fheep,
general, are of the north country breed, only about 20 of the Englifh breed
the polled kind ; lut along the coaft, are a good many of a mixed breed be
een the two.  The number of fheep has much decreafed fince the introduc.
ion of winter keeping, the theep walks being too confined to enable the ownes
to pay a fhepherd for the whule year, and reap any profit befides from his fmall
flock. All thefe feveral fores of cattle, being, in general, but fmail, may be
eltimated at prefent, at the following average value, viz. hotfes from sl o 6l.,
black cattle from 21, to 3l, and flieep at 6. Sterling. This is the opinion of
the moft kucwing peogle the writer of this articie has converfed w.th upon the
fubject, but he does net fuftuin bimfelf a competent judge in thefe matters,
Generally fpeaking

employed in the (

» and wiih few cxceptions, there are as many carts as horfes
er tine in bringing home fuel; Lot as a pood mary young
horles are reared, who are unfit for drawing in the cart, the curts, as in the
table, are compurad to he in proporicon to the horfes, in the

vitio of 4 carts to
§ horles.  The plouglis are drawn, fome fow in the moorkund part of the parith,
by 6 fnall horfes, 2 or 3 plo

by 8 oxen and 2 horfes ; and through the reii
a few are drawa by 2 borles, but the greaver pure by 4, or o
horfes and 2 oxen, and thef laft yre moit approved of.

In ftating the funds bhelon i 10, and diturfewents mede o the noor, it was
not theught fair to go back o 1ar as the years 1983 and ¢4 94, when tie wants
ofthe poor required an extraordinary fupply; aud sccordingly a confiderable funs,
was actually diftributed @ Fiot the average is taken (rom e year 1592, and €
preceding yours, whe
wizntioned in the rable,

¢ s heen no extrsardioary demand 3 and the fune

ven o the poor, foveral of whom have farzilies, Las,

with
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awith their own indultry, where able to work, kept them in their swn houies, fo
4hat not above one or two at a time have gone a-begging.

The minifter’s flipend ftands in the table, as it has hitherto been paid, bat
Aliere is a procefs of augm prefently depending before the Courtof Seflion.

Befides the land-rent, as in the table, paid by the tenants, partly in money,
partly in meal and bear, they alfo puy cuftoms, fuch as wethers, hens, peats,
and a certain number of carriages, as verbally agreed upon, or as contained in
their letters of agreement (for there are very few leafes or alledutions extend-
el on ftamped paper in the parifl), and all the fubtenants, befides tiw rent they
puy for their refpective pofleflions to the tenants,
bove that, each pay yearly to the proprictor a hen
to the refiding heritor, the temants pay lihew
in harvet,

ir malters do over and a-
three days work. And
certain number of reapess

NUM.

Of Fetereffo. 591

NUMBER XL

PARISH ofr FETTERESSO,

(CountyY or KINCARDINE, STYNOD oF ANcUS AND MEARNS,
PrESBYTERY OF FORDOUN.)

By the Rev. Mr. Jony Hurcuzon.

Name, Rivers, Extent, Soil, $ec.

"I‘HE name of the parifh is Gaelic, and means a place
between the banks of two yivers, which is high-
Jy deferiptive, not only of the place where the ciurch

flands, but Hkewife of a tract of ground about a mile fjuare,
extending towirds the coaft, on the N. of which russ the
Cowvie, and on the S., the Carron, two fmall rivers with
Ligh bunks, The parifh is about 1o ftatute n les in length,
between § and 6 in breadth, and coutains 1,08 Scowch
acres, or 24,914 Englifh, according to a furve:

by Mr. W. Garden.

Lthe con iy
Of the above, one-tuiia may be .- ie
ble 5



